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{_ﬂ Vocabulary

manifestation /, menife'steifon/ n.  articulate /a:'tikjulot/ v. Hffith &k
IR, symptom /'simptam/ n. fi 1k
phenomenon /fi'nominan/ n. H1 %

[%“ Listening Comprehension
) Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas - S
Listen to the lecture about culture shock and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to

complete each of the following statements.

1. According to the lecturer, one experiences culture shock
(a) every time he or she travels
(b) if one is subject to the rules of another culture group
(c) if one travels with a group of people

2. Which of the following is NOT the cause that induces culture shock?

(a) You cannot use your own culture to guide your own behavior.

(b) You are totally out of control, as if you are driving a car in the dark.

(c) You forget the rules in your own culture when you travel in another
country.

3. What metaphor did the lecturer use to explain culture shock experiences?
They are like
(a) driving a car without a license
(b) traveling on camel’s back in a desert
(c) having a bucket of cold water thrown over you
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4, According to the lecturer, when you grow up in a particular culture, you

(a) get used to the rules and guidelines that govern the behavior of the
people around you

(b) tend to look for something different from what you get used to

(c) feel controlled by the rules so much that you want to break away from them

5. According to the lecturer, which of the following statements is NOT true of
the rules in which you grow up?
(a) They are not very clearly articulated.
(b) You tend to take them for granted.
(c) You tend to question them from time to time.

6. When you travel to a country where there is a set of different rules from the
ones you are so used to, you
(a) may experience a shock
(b) feel excited at something new
(c) feel depressed because the new rules are not what you are looking for

> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning culture shock.

1. When you grow up in a particular set of , naturally you get used
to that around you.
In a sense, you become totally dependent on
You tend not to ; you just
These rules are often , and therefore, you're not aware
of . In other words, you are not of them.

2. They only become important when, for example, you go to another

country or that’s governed by
In fact, this experience can be so that it has been compared
to Culture shock happens precisely because
you cannot use your own culture and your own
of what surrounds you. You’re totally out of control, just as if you
were , without a road map. And because
of this, people often It’s a highly stressful experience,
and there are in stages.




UNIT 1

Task 1

;j Vocabulary
lyric /'lirik/ n. T uncouth /an'ku:60/ adj. HlEH

rocker /'roka(r)/ n. $EIEHKT muse /mju:z/ v. T

f Cultural Notes

1. Mick Jagger
Born in 1943 in Kent of England, Mick Jagger is one of the founding members
of the Rolling Stones music band. As a leading vocalist of the band, Jagger
has been described as one of the most popular and influential frontmen in
the history of rock and roll. His fame in the popular music has always been
accompanied by his countercultural stance with his admitted drug abuse,
provocative song lyrics and sexually charged onstage antics.

b

. The Rolling Stones
The Rolling Stones are a rock music band formed in 1962 by four English
men: Brian Jones, Ian Stewart, Mick Jagger and Keith Richards. Bill Wyman
and Charlie Watts joined in 1963. The band focused on blues, a type of
music lamenting on social injustice with melancholy tunes, although the
band tried to deviate from the traditional urban blues developed by African
Americans.

3. Marsha Hunt
Marsha Hunt is an African-American singer, novelist and actress. In the 1960s,
she arrived in London to work as a singer. There, she met Mick Jagger and
they developed a romantic relationship.
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4. Emily Dickinson
Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) was an American poet, who lived an
introvert and reclusive life. Of the nearly eighteen hundred poems that she
composed, only a few were published during her lifetime, owing mostly to
the unconventional poetic rules of the time. Viewed by critics as one of the
transcendental poets, Dickinson’s poetic works focused on death, immortality,
flowers and gardens.

5. Sotheby’s
Sotheby’s is one of the leading auction companies in the world. Founded in
1744 in London, the company is a multinational corporation and one of the
largest auction firms of decorative art, jewelry and collectibles.

@U Listening Comprehension
Listen to the news about artist’s love letters for auction and answer the following

questions.

1. What is the speaker’s comment on the songs that Jagger wrote?

2. Why are Jagger’s love letters considered a surprise?

3. When were these letters written?

4. With the love letters up for auction, what does it suggest about the relationship
between Jagger and Marsha Hunt?

5. What do the letters show of Jagger people knew very little about?

6. How much are these letters expected to fetch at the auction?
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Task 2
i ]| Vocabulary

farmyard /'farmja:d/ n. K KA hopeful /'houpful/ n. A & 2 BT
existential / egzis'tenfal/ adj. {F{E[Y ik EIA
annual /'enjuol/ adj. BFAEM, SEFEMY  rotate frou'tent/ v. g ({1 H)

% Cultural Notes

Associated Press
The Associated Press is a nonprofit news cooperative based on New York

City. Formed in 1846, the Associated Press, AP for short, also owns radio and

television stations in the US.

2)[ Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about weed dating and answer the following questions.

1. What does weed dating mean in the report?

2. Where does weed dating take place?

3. What makes weed dating different from a regular dating?

4. What do the “romantic hopefuls” do during their weed dating?

5. Casey O’Leary, the farm’s owner, says, “I’'m not a hookup coach. I'm a
farmer” What does she mean by that?

6. Why is “(to) avoid pulling the crops out along with the weeds” good advice
both for gardening and for life?
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» Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(
(
(
(
(

1. The primary purpose of weed dating is to help farmers harvest their crops.
2. Weed dating is an event that is held every year.

3. Weed dating is held at Earthly Delights Farm in Boise, Idaho.

4. Those seeking a date will work in pairs to pull out the weeds in the field.
2

. Casey O’Leary, the farm’s owner, is a matchmaker, who guarantees a
successful date for every participant.

Task 3

i r| Vocabulary

addiction [a'dik[on] n. BELT

% Cultural Notes

BlackBerry

BlackBerry is a brand of phones. Like other brands of smartphones such as
iPhone, BlackBerry provides different services and products, including Apps
and software, to its customers.

[;]U Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the news about BlackBerry and answer the following questions.

1.

2.

The speaker starts the news by saying, “Kicking the crack berry habit” What
does it mean in the context?

What did Yahoo announce over the weekend?
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3. Can Yahoo employees choose any phone they want?

4. Why did Yahoo make such a decision, according to the tech media website
CNET?

W Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the news again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Yahoo decided to provide each of its employees with a BlackBerry.

() 2. Yahoo employees can choose whatever brand of phone they want except
BlackBerry.

() 3. Phones, according to the speaker, have become an addict to people.

() 4. Yahoo's decision to buy phones for its employees is an indication of its
confidence in BlackBerry.

() 5. The BlackBerry platform is dead.

Task 1

i | Vocabulary

surge /sa:d3/ n. {KiiH orbit /'atbit/ v. I5%
predecessor /'pri:disesa(r)/ n. fij 3 altitude /'zltitju:d/ n. 5 &
humidity /hju:'midaty/ n. {5 & steer /stia(r)/ v. 5|5, 54l

dropsonde /'dropsond/ n. FFeAAEA{L  simulate /'simjolert/ v. 4L
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l’—:

g Comprehension

P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about high tech prediction of Hurricane Sandy and choose the best

answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each of the following statements.

1.

Why does the speaker say “The power and reach of Hurricane Sandy came as
no surprise to government forecasters”?

(a) Hurricanes have formed a predictable pattern.

(b) Forecasters told people where the storm was headed days ahead of time.
(c) People get used to hurricanes year in and year out.

Which of the following is NOT true of Sandy, the super storm?
(a) It turned left when most hurricanes turn right.
(b) It maintained its strength even when it struck land.

(c) It wasa winter storm.

. What is the reason for the accurate prediction of the super storm, according

to Sharan Majumdar at the University of Miami?

(a) It is the use of faster computers to model the weather pattern.

(b) It is because those hurricanes have occurred more regularly.

(c) Large quantities of data have been stored in the National Hurricane Center.

What are the two specific devices that were used for the accurate prediction
of Sandy?

(a) Super computer and traditional models.

(b) Dropsondes and satellites.

(c) Military airplanes and advanced radar.

How were dropsondes used in the forecast?

(a) They were dropped into the hurricane and transmitted a constant stream
of weather data.

(b) They were dropped and exploded in the hurricane.

(c) They were run by high speed computer to transmit weather patterns.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned with regard to the use of satellites?

(a) Satellites monitor the surface temperature of the sea.

(b) Satellites report the humidity in the atmosphere at different altitudes.
(c) Satellites monitor the level of pollution at different locations throughout
the world.
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7. With the new technology, the forecasters were able to see Sandy coming

(a) months before it actually happened
(b) several days before it happened
(c) justa few hours before it happened

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning new tech helps predict

storm.

1. For before Sandy arrived, the National Hurricane Center
was broadcastinga ___ message to the public ... Those forecasts were
accurate even though Sandy was a very storm. It turned left
when most hurricanes turn right. It maintained its even as it
struck land. And it forces with a winter storm.

2. What that means is that we can run the models at a much
higher . So in the same way that our TV sets are going more

, so computer models of the globe are also becoming more

3. Government scientists put a lot of extra dropsondes into Sandy to help
early differences in their forecast models. Tom Renkevens from

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrationsays _____ have

also played a big role in forecasts. Renkevens says during Sandy,

satellites that sitoverthe ___ were churning out high-quality pictures.
Task 2

{ | Vocabulary

centennial /sen'tenjal/ n. 4404 integration /,int1'greifon/ n. &4, —
segregation / segri'geifan/ n. (Fjk) At

[y 2 preservationist / preza'velfanist/ n.
heyday /'herder/ n. 225 HA (3, ib) 94
swamp /swomp/ v. ¥ % crucible /'kruzsibl/ n. {74

joint /d3omnt/ n. = Z 3R FE G R iy
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ﬂ Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about America’s Black Eden and answer the following questions.

1. Where is Idlewild, the America’s Black Eden, located?

2. How long ago was the town built?

3. What could black people do there in the past where segregation of blacks and
whites was the law of the US?

4. Who developed this town?

5. The place was ideal for a specific group of people. Who were they?

6. According to the speaker, what killed Idlewild?

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

Idlewild was built in the 1950s when segregation was prevalent.

. It was developed by African-American activists.

. African Americans could come here to vacation and purchase property.

()
()
()
()
() 5. When the law of segregation was formally abolished, the town was killed.
()

L.
2
3
4. It was mostly the working-class African Americans who came here.
5
6

. At the moment, there are about 700 residents who live here on
permanent basis.

() 7. The town is historically significant, according to Everett Fly, an
architect and historic preservationist.

() 8. Idlewild was the largest historic African-American resort.
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Q Listening Skills: Practice Exercise

&

II.

Answer the following questions concerning your knowledge of America’s Civil Rights

Movement based on your understanding of the report.

. Based on your knowledge, briefly describe a key event in America’s Civil

Rights Movement.

What is the geographical significance of Montgomery and Little Rock that
the speaker mentioned as examples of African Americans’ fight for their civil
rights?

. Why does the speaker say that “Idlewild is invisible to most Americans—in

fact, to most Michiganders™?

Why does the speaker say that Idlewild was called America’s Black Eden?

Paraphrase the following sentences.

. It was, in essence, the town that segregation built.

. So African Americans could retreat from the ugliness of discrimination and

Jim Crow.

This is where black people could come and not have to worry about not being
served or not being allowed to use the hotel or the motel or the facilities.

11
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j] Vocabulary

reputation /,repju'teifon/ n. 735§ controversial / kontra'va:[al/ adj. 1
sue /sjuy/ v. 5455 i)

misrepresent /'mis,repri'zent/ v. {E iifi uncorroborated / anka'robarertid/
libel /'latbal/ n. HEiF, ilFi% Tk adj. KZEEHY

E%][] Listening Comprehension
B> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about news report and answer the following questions.

1. What is the single most important question of all for a news report?

2. What would happen if a news report is not supported by facts?

3. Under what circumstance will a newspaper publish a controversial story,
according to the speaker?

4. Who has the major responsibility for checking the accuracy of a news report?

5. According to the speaker, what will make a good story?
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b Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning news report.

1. But every fact takes a long
time, and there isn’t much time . Yesterday’s news
isn’t to the public, and every newspaper wantsto ______

. A reporter who will always

want to publish it as soon as possible, so it’s the
that the reporter has done her work thoroughly and that

facts.

2. But let’s suppose the reporter . She’s
and she knows she’s got . Now she
! Easy, right? Well, not always, remember

. A journalist must know how to

and present it very clearly, in language that’s

Task 1

i || Vocabulary

allegedly /a'ledzidl/ adv. HEFR testify /'testifar/ v. fEIIF, iiF B

diagnosis / darag'navsis/ n. iZHf gravity /'gravati/ n. = 5§

schizophrenic / skitsau'frenik/ adj. £ potentially /pav'tenfali/ adv. "] fEHh
Fi #Hh5 ZLE Y tricky /'triki/ adj. BT/

psychiatric /,satki'®trik/ adj. {97 H§  prosecutor /'prosikjusta(r)/ n. $5455
I penalty /'penalty/ n. %E §ij

13
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2] Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about the trial of Jared Loughner and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢)

to complete each of the following statements.

1.

Jared Loughner was accused of

(a) manslaughter in an auto accident

(b) killing six people and wounding 13 others in an attack
(c) attacking the Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords

Federal Judge Larry Burns ordered Loughner to .

(a) undergo treatment at a federal psychiatric facility in Missouri with his
consent

(b) undergo treatment at a federal psychiatric facility in Missouri, at the
time against his will

(c) be given a life sentence

The mental health experts treating him

(a) will argue that Loughner is still unfit for trial

(b) all refuse to appear in court

(c) will testify that Loughner now can cooperate with his lawyers

According to the speaker, the trial will be

(a) broadcasted nationwide as Loughner has drawn national attention
(b) smooth since Loughner is willing to cooperate

(c) painful for victims and potentially tricky for prosecutors

Loughner’s lawyers have

(a) struck a deal with the prosecutors

(b) sought to avoid the death penalty

(c) advised their client not to plead guilty

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the trial of Jared Loughner.

1. In Arizona, the man accused of shooting Gabrielle Giffords at

2. It’s been more than a year since Federal Judge Larry Burns

in Tucson last year

today. Jared Loughner . He was

to stand trial, but now that may change.

that 23-year-old Jared Loughner was and
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. The judge ordered Loughner to

in Missouri,
. Today the mental health experts treating
him are expected to testify that of the
charges against him and

Task 2

i | vocabulary

barricade / bari'keid/ v. #4{i alumni /a'lamnar/ n. ¥4

senior /'simjary n. (K42) PU4EG 7 sophomore /'sofomox(r) / n. (K%%) .
mission /'mifon/ n. ($5F) SE I e

ethical /'eBikal/ adj. {21 portfolio /,pa:t'favliov/ n. (ZARK

obligation / pbli'geifon/ n. F1E, X5 1) fRFERIERH

endowment /in'davmeont/ n. 5

% Cultural Notes

Cooper Union

Cooper Union is a private college located in New York City. Its full name
is The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art. The college
offers education in art, architecture and engineering, as well as courses in the
humanities and social sciences. Founded by Peter Cooper, who was inspired
by the French model of higher education, Cooper Union had granted full
tuition to all qualified students until 2013, when the college, facing financial
difficulties, decided to charge incoming students tuition, beginning in the fall
semester of 2014.

U Listening Comprehension
B> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about Cooper Union and answer the following questions.

1. Why did the students at Cooper Union occupy the school’s main building?

15
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2. What was the students’ fundamental demand?

Why has the college been able to provide free education to students for the
past century?

What was the primary reason for the college administration to change the
century-old policy?

What did the college announce in April?

What are the students afraid of since the college does not intend to charge
tuition for the undergraduate students?

p> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or false.

Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(
(
(

) 1. Students demonstrated to protest the increase of tuition.

) 2. Cooper Union will charge tuition for incoming graduate students.

) 3. The college is considering charging tuition because it faces a financial
crisis.

) 4. The college has been able to provide free education because of the

government’s supports for the past 100 plus years.

) 5. Peter Cooper, the founder of Cooper Union, said that education should
be free as air and water.

) 6. The college acknowledged that the occupiers represented the majority
of the students.



UNIT 2

Task 1

{ | Vocabulary

Paralympics /,paera'limpiks/ n. 5 %25
impairment /im'peamoant/ n. FF%
amputee / @mpju'tiz/ n. P
impaired /im'pead/ adj. % i
neurologist / njoa'rolad3zist/ n. FER I
relay /'rizler/ n. $% )

spinal /'spainal/ adj. ¥FFE1

premise /'premis/ n. Fij i

skittles /'skitlz/ n. fifi i 7 2K

dart /da:t/ n. KEE

1;\ Cultural Notes

Paralympics

archery /'astfar1/ n. Hf&i

counterpart /'kavntapa:t/ n. XFJ5

feature /'fist fa(ry v. LA+ - A 245 A

veteran /'vetaran/ n. IR (h %A

netball /'netba:l/ n. ToA4H EER

temerity /ti1'merati/ n. &3

prescient /'pre[tont/ adj. A W2
WY

trumpet /'trampit/ v. & {&

streak /stritk/ n. 5 5.

Paralympics is a sport event participated by athletes with either physical or

intellectual disabilities. The first official Paralympics was held in Rome in 1960

with 400 athletes from 23 countries to compete. Initially, Paralympics took

place separately from the Olympic Games and was only open to athletes in

wheelchairs. Since 1976 Paralympic Games in Toronto, athletes with different

disabilities were included.

17
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2] Listening Comprehension

p Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about Paralympzcs and choose the best answer (a b or c) to

complete each of the following statements.

1.

How many athletes will participate in the London Paralympics?
(a) About 500.

(b) More than 5,000.

(c) More than 4,000.

According to Ian Brittain, the Paralympics historian, what was the initial
attitude of doctors who treated disabled soldiers?

(a) Disabled soldiers could not be saved.

(b) Doctors would use a variety of treatments to save the soldiers.

(¢) Doctors urged the soldiers to participate in sports.

Dr. Guttmann

(a) challenged the conventlonal thinking by using sports to treat his patients
(b) went along with the conventional notion

(c) found new drugs to treat spinal injuries

Dr. Guttmann started with two games—
(a) wheel chair basketball and sitting volleyball

(b) skittles and darts
(c) swimming and rowing

. How many sports events were included in the original Paralympic Games in

19482 And what were they?
(a) One game—archery.
(b) Two games—skittles and darts.

(c) Three games—wheelchair tennis, wheelchair basketball and sitting
volleyball.

How many athletes participated in the second Paralympic Games in 1949?

(a) More than 100.

(b) 56.
(c) 37.

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning Paralympics.

1. The Paralympics trace to 1948, and a neurologist named




Ludwig Guttmann, who worked with
hospital outside London in Stoke Mandeville. That’s where

UNIT 2

at a

, and that’s where we reached Paralympics historian, Ian Brittain.

He says Dr. Guttmann

by

using

for people with spinal injuries.

2. The medical practice, if you like, was ,

, just keep them

, because, one, it was very, very good at
and giving the posture necessary for somebody
all day. And, secondly, it was a sport that

until they do. And he totally
and started to introduce sport. And he started with easy things
, and eventually, the first major sport

Task 2
Q] Vocabulary

transplant /treens'plamnt/ v. (£55) FHi
kidney /'kidni/ n. 5

pioneering /,para'niarty/ adj. FF Gl M1
surgery /'saidzory/ n. FA

graft /gra:ft/ n. F54E 4

spark /spa:k/ v. fift %

strep /strep/ n. FEEK B

infection /in'fek fan/ n. F&#u

ﬂ Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

could compete alongside

immunosuppressive /,imjunausa‘presiv/
adj. G AT

legacy /'legast/ n. i ™

Catholic /'ka0alik/ adj. K5 %1

eureka /jua'ritke/ interj. [A5HEiE]
E T BEERT

insight /'mnsait/ n. {l{%% 5

Listen to the interview about the first doctor who did a kidney transplant and answer the

following questions.

1. What is Dr. Joseph Murray best remembered for?
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What is considered his highest achievement award for his contribution in

medicine?

What did Dr. Murray start his career with?

What was the initial attitude of people toward his practice? And why?

B> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

(

Q‘L\L‘s

) 1. Dr. Murray was the first doctor to transplant a kidney from one person
to another.

) 2. Dr. Murray was awarded the Nobel Prize in medicine for his pioneering
work.

) 3. He started his medical career by making kidney transplant.
) 4. The first kidney transplant patient whom he treated was a woman.

) 5. When he first started his practice, he got enthusiastic supports from the
public.

) 6. Since he is deeply Catholic, he won the supports from the religious
groups.

Listening Skills: Practice Exercise

Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1.

And they forged ahead.

He was deeply Catholic, which was interesting ...

And he understood that ... science is a series of dead-end alleys.

It is not a eureka moment.




’_U Vocabulary

mnemonics /ni:'moniks/ n. 181775 personalize /'paisanalaiz/ v. ffi > ME{L
rhyme /raim/ n. [&]#)id], 45 diameter /dar'@mita(r)/ n. H 12

acronym /‘zkroonim/ n. 1 7 B} 1]

[] Listening Comprehension

» Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about mnemonics and then complete the following chart.

Mnemonic methods Examples

Acronyms

Personalizing

Organization

> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning mnemonics.

|

One popular method that

is called mnemonics, m-n-e-m-o0-n-i-c-s ... It’s an unusual

spelling—from for ... mnemonics ... In

the mnemonic method, people use ) ; ;
, et cetera, to help them

with fixed information ... information that . This

fixed information helps them to and,

as we have seen,

OK, let’s look at the second memory technique—personalizing. Personalizing

is that we remember best the things
that . For example, say you want to
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memorize the , which is 12,754 kilometers.
How can you remember this number, 12,7542 Well, I use a personal
method. When I was a boy, my family -
the address was 754 Spring Street. So I say to myself, “When I was

, I moved to 7 This works for me

because I am using that is important to me to

that may not be as important or personal.

3. The third technique, and , 18
organization. Organization is the to remembering. Have you ever
studied and tried to memorize 2 1It’s

difficult to do. Very difficult. One way to make this easier is to

so that they have some ... The point
is this: . We do not
, as lists with no meaning. We can remember

better when we organize information, when

Task 1

{]] Vocabulary

critical /'kritikal/ adj. =g bipartisanship /bar'pa:tizan, [1p/ n. P50
concession /kan'sefan/ n. 1|4 E1E

ﬂ Listening Comprehension
B Listen for Main Ideas

1. Where did Romney, the Republican candidate, make his concession speech?
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2. What did Romney say first at the rally?

3. Where was Obama when his supporters celebrated his reelection?

4. What is the talk of bipartisanship?

Task 2

{H Vocabulary

hockey /'hok1/ n. JKEK preeminence /,pri:'eminans/ n. 5Lk

lament /la'ment/ v. =M supplant /sa'pla:nt/ v. Btf&, O

lockout /'lokavt/ n. {53 frame /fremm/ v. &1k, Fon

multitude /'maltitju:d/ n. %, K& succinctly /sak'sipktli/ adv. [&i{ih,

pithy /'p10y/ adj. {51, FaREHY 1] b

pantywaist /'pentiwerst/ adj. Zc59f"),  retrograde /'retravgreid/ adj. {F1R[Y,
<Y SF18i0]

treatise /'triztiz/ n. H L X subversive /sob'vaisiv/ adj. 87 M1

helmet /'helmit/ n. SL7% vestige /'vestidz/ n. 5% 4%

obliquely /a'blikli/ adv. [A]{Z1h exceptionalism /1k'sep[analizam/ n. {5l

epitaph /'eprta:f/ n. 53¢ S L

s :
s, Cultural Notes

1. NHL
NHL is an acronym for National Hockey League, a professional sports franchise
in North America with currently 30 teams throughout the US and Canada.

The World Series
The World Series is a baseball championship series played annually in the US.

o

Although it is called the World Series, it is virtually a US sports event with
only a few baseball teams from outside the US participating.

23
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E][] Listening Comprehension

P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about two American sports and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to

complete each of the following statements.

1.

Jacques Barzun, the esteemed cultural historian, once believed that baseball

(a) was as the heart and mind of America
(b) would one day be out of favor for Americans
(c) would eventually be replaced by football as the national pastime

Given the current situation of baseball, Jacques Barzun’s comments on
baseball

(a) are still true

(b) are totally false

(c) become ajoke

What happened during the World Series?

(a) The live transmission of the games had the highest rating ever in baseball
history.

(b) The television coverage of the games received lowest rating.

(c) Nobody watched baseball anymore.

In his comparison between baseball and football, Deford, the commentator,
makes a few comments. Which of the following is true according to what he
says?

(a) Baseball will be the future sport for American audience.

(b) American football is the pastime of Americans.

(c) Football has supplanted baseball in popularity.

. Deford gives a few possible reasons for the popularity of football. Which of

the following is NOT among them?

(a) Football is more brutal than baseball.

(b) Baseball is not as fit as football in the television coverage.

(c) In football athletes wear helmet while in baseball they wear hats.

. Deford ends his commentary by saying that whoever wants to know the taste

and passion of America had better learn
(a) football

(b) baseball

(c) football and baseball



UNIT 3

B> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning American sports.

1. So, do we love football more because ,
and we are now a more ? Or does the fact that

account for ? Or maybe,

above all, is it simply that because it is so

?

2. Itis ironic too, that even as women have become
sport, football is which is played

. Might football not be that 21st-century

at all, but instead at heart,

? Whatever, indisputably, football ;

even as so much else in —music, movies, video, video

games, fashion and most sport, too—

3. Talk about United States’ in this
. Baseball is still an extremely , but
whoever wants to know the of America
had better

Task 1

.
i [ Vocabulary

stalemate /'sterlmert/ n. {8 J5) paranoia / pera‘'notd/ n. g fE, %
liberal /'ibaral/ n. [ {4 X # HE
compromise /'kompramaiz/ n. Z enforce /in'fo:s/ v. S
inflammatory /in'flematary/ adj. 3z

edib)
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1. The Second Amendment
The Second Amendment is a part of the US Bill of Rights, which protects
the right to keep and bear arms. Ratified in 1791, the law has lately been
challenged by people both at the US Congress and at the grass roots due to the

increasing gun-related violence.

NRA
NRA is an acronym for National Rifle Association in the US. Founded in 1871,

b

the primary goal of the association is to protect the firearm ownership, the
right for hunting and self-defense according to the Second Amendment. As
a nonprofit organization, NRA has asserted powerful influences on a variety
of national policies, including gun control. Many powerful public figures are
the members of NRA. But with the increasing gun-related violence that has
occurred in the US lately, NRA has been criticized for its lenient stance on gun

control.

L]

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) was one of the most important leaders
of the African-American Civil Rights Movement. He led the 1963 March on
Washington where he delivered the famous “I Have a Dream” speech. Because
of his role in the Civil Rights Movement, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1964. He was assassinated in 1968.

4. National Instant Check System

The National Instant Check System is a shortened term for the National
Instant Criminal Background Check System. It is used to check the
background of anyone who wants to purchase firearms and to ensure that
guns are not sold to those prohibited by law from having them.

Em Listening Comprehension
- Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about gun control and determine whether the following statements

are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Americans own more guns than the rest of the world put together.
() 2. Craig Whitney’s book is to suggest a tighter gun control policy in the US.
() 3. The Second Amendment protects the use and ownership of guns of US

citizens.

26
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) 4. There is an attempt to amend the Second Amendment.

) 5. NRA, the National Rifle Association, adamantly opposes a tighter gun
control policy.

) 6. Charlton Heston, a movie star, is a staunch supporter of gun control.

) 7. NRA’s position on gun control changed after the 1968 Gun Control Act.

) 8. At the moment, there is no common ground for both supporters and

opponents of gun control.

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and answer the following questions.

| 5

How many guns do Americans own?

What is the single most important message that Cralg Whitney tried to convey
in his book Living with Guns: A Liberal’s Case for the Second Amendment?

What is the stance of the liberals on the issue of gun control?

What did Whitney suggest liberals do to persuade their opponents?

What role does NRA play in gun control?

What was the attitude of Charlton Heston, the famous Hollywood movie star,
who also served as the chairman of NRA?

What, then, is the common ground between the two sides of gun control debate?

27
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Task 2

‘_W Vocabulary

steep /stirp/ v. PLi=

escapist /1'skerpist/ adj. JEiEH S

rugged /'ragid/ adj. #1371

tramp /tremp/ n. (iR &

idyllic /v'dilik/ adj. BB AR

populate /'popjulert/ v. 4%

flick /flik/ n. H33%

entrepreneur /, ontrapra'na:(r)/ n. 4
kx

bootlegging /'bustlegin/ n. Mk SEFAIH

wheelbarrow /'wiil baerav/ n. 5 %-
steerage /'stiaridsz/ n. [N EFRME
glint /glint/ v. [N[H &

subtext /'sabtekst/ n. {84 1
contender /kan'tenda(r)/ n. s &
seductive /s1'daktiv/ adj. 1% 2411
bestow /br'stov/ v. {1« -+ st &5

fleet /flizt/ v. Kalft, {14k

flashy /'fle 1/ adj. ZZ1ER)

caveat /'keviat/ n. i, B4k

lure /lva(r)/ v. W 5|

* Cultural Notes

‘[\J

. Depression

Depression, commonly known as the Great Depression, was a widespread
economic depression in the 1930s. It affected most countries in Europe
and North America. In the US, the Great Depression was marked by the
crash of the stock market on Wall Street in 1929. In the following years, the
unemployment rose up to 25% and farming products price fell by 60%. In
many countries, the Great Depression lasted for more than a decade until the
beginning of World War II.

Modern Times

Modern Times is a silent film produced in 1936 starring Charlie Chaplin. Even
though the film is categorized as “comedy” with many hilarious acts by the
movie star, it depicts the life of a “modern man” who lives a robotic life like a
piece of machinery.

Charlie Chaplin

Charlie Chaplin (1889—-1977) was a movie star who was renowned for his role

in silent films. Among his memorable films are Modern Times and The Great
Dictator.
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4. Ellis Island
Ellis Island, located in Upper New York Bay, was the checkpoint of the

US immigration office between 1892 and 1954. Millions of immigrants
who intended to immigrate to the US must go through the scrutiny of the
immigration office on Ellis Island. Since 1990, Ellis Island has become a

museum of immigration.

[%” Listening Comprehension

>

Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the speech about Hollywood manufacturing American dreams and answer the

following questions.

1. What does the speaker call Hollywood?

2. According to Bob Mondello, who were the early film makers “selling
American dreams”?

3. What exactly has Hollywood sold to the American audience? Cite a few
examples from Mondello’s list.

4. In the general mood of optimism, who, according to Mondello, were left
behind by Hollywood?

5. What is the consequence of Hollywood creating images on its screen to sell
American dreams?

6. What are the characteristics of the false images that Hollywood created on its
screen?

7. What does Mondello mean when he says the Hollywood’s “version of the
American dreams became so seductive”?

8. What conclusion does Mondello draw with regard to Hollywood’s images of

the American dreams?
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P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the speech again and try to learn more details. Then complete the following chart.

Titles of the movies Themes What the character(s) say

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

Giant

Return of the Jedi

The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance

Body and Soul

We ‘re in the Money

West Side Story

€\ Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
1. Answer the following questions concerning Hollywood manufacturing American dreams.

1. What is the topic of the speech?

2. What is the theme of the speech?

3. What is the general tone of the speaker?

4. List as many examples of sarcasm as possible from the speech.

5. At what point does the speaker become serious?

30
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6. What is the inference of “The movie industry tends to stack the deck, treating
wealth—or at least, financial security—much the way it treats youth and
beauty”?

II. There are many examples of figurative speech like hyperbole, irony, analogy and
sarcasm in the speech. Identify different types of figurative speech in the following

sentences.

.

... photos that show American rivers flowing with milk, onions the size of
wheelbarrows.

2. In organized-crime flicks, entrepreneurs turned to bootlegging, where life
was short but glamorous.

3. Everything free in America—for a small fee in America.

4. The movie industry tends to stack the deck, treating wealth—or at least,
financial security—much the way it treats youth and beauty.
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{] Vocabulary

collaborative /ka'lebarertrv/ adj. & 1EHY clarification / klerifi'ke1fan/ n. [#]HH
competitive /kom'petativ/ adj. #f 5a -y self-esteem / selft'stizm/ n. H BL»
distraction /dis'traek [an/ n. {15 4

[] Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about all-girls schools and answer the following questions.

1. What are the benefits that girls enjoy in an all-girls school?

2. What are the girls’ qualities that the speaker points out?

3. What would happen if a girl is placed in a mixed gender class?

4. What is the drawback that the speaker mentions when girls attend an all-girls
school?

5. According to the speaker, how do girls deal with the adult world when they
grow up?

- Step 2: Listen for Details .
Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning all-girls schools.

1. The first real benefit of all-girls education is that
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~ —the qualities that make them different from boys. What

are 2 Well, I'm going to list a few. First of all,

glrls canoften - at

an earlier age than boys can. Secondly, they can often o -
. Girls also

and S0 they work well in groups. Finally, as girls mature, they are often
~, rather than - . These four

qualltles are valued in all-girls schools.

. The second benefit of single-sex education is thatit
- . I strongly believe that girls

without and ~ of boys.

. They
offer help to others and they also ask for help when they need it; for

In a single-sex environment girls -
example, if they don’t understand
they'llaskfor ... But if there are no boys around, girls

. Now, it’s true that all-girls schools

- _while they are growing up. But, in the “real” adult world, boys are
the oneswho o , and these rules

~ of girls. In an all-girls school, girls can

become o . And then, perhaps,

they can change the “real” world into

both women and men.
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Task 1

f':ﬂ Vocabulary

Israel /'1zrewal/ UL 5|

absolve /ab'zplv/ v. it

Israeli /1z'retly/ adj. L6511

bulldozer /'bul,davza(r)/ n. Hi+HL

demolition / dema'lifon/ n. $55%, FER

Palestinian /,peela'stinian/ adj. (L4
HH

[] Listening Comprehension
> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Gaza /'ga:za/ N s [X

panel /'panal/ n. %[ |/ 4l
negligence /'neglidzaons/ n. BrZHA<F
verdict /'va:dikt/ n. #FiE

impunity /im'pjunaty/ n. %9k

aver /a'vai(r)/ v. "B PR

appeal /o'pi:l/ v. Eiff

Listen to the news about the lawsuit against the Israeli government and determine whether

the following statements are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis

before each statement.

) 1. Rachel Corrie died about nine years before the court trial.

) 3. According to Corrie’s mother, her daughter was murdered deliberately.

(
() 2. According to the panel of judges, she could have avoided the tragedy.
(
(

) 4. The victim’s family accused the Israeli military of not conducting a

serious investigation into the case.

> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the news again and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete each of the

following statements.

1. Rachel Corrie, an American citizen, was by the Israeli military.

(a) shot to death
(b) crushed by a bulldozer

(c) imprisoned

34
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2. Corrie was killed when she
(a) joined a group of Palestinian protestors to support the Palestine’s claim
of Gaza Strip
(b) was imprisoned by the Israeli military
(¢) tried single-handedly to block a bulldozer

3. The Israeli judge ruled that
(a) there was no evidence of negligence on the part of the Israeli army
(b) the Israeli army was guilty of negligence
(c) both the victim and the Israeli army were responsible for the death

4. The Israeli court also noted that .
(a) Corrie was too slow to respond to the warning of the Israeli army
(b) Corrie had totally ignored the repeated warning of the Israeli army
(c) the Israeli army ran over her without warning

5. Corrie’s mother, in the meantime,
(a) lamented her daughter’s death, but accepted the court ruling
(b) accused the Israeli army of deliberately running over her daughter with
the bulldozer

(c) argued that her daughter had been ill-treated in prison

6. The Corrie family lawyer
(a) said that the family would appeal the case
(b) concluded that this was a fair trial
(c) remained silent after the trial

Task 2
{ ]| Vocabulary

supplement /'sapliment/ v. ¥p 7% socialize /'savfolaiz/ v. 2 ikt 3¢
preload /priz'lovd/ v. $E 7T hnZk
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* Cultural Notes

1. The Facebook generation

The Facebook generation refers to a whole generation of young people who
have grown up with the fast development of new technology. Facebook, one of
the newly developed networks that the younger generation uses on daily basis,
is an online social network that provides its users services such as creating
personal profiles, exchanging messages or adding friends to the site. Originated
by Mark Zuckerberg, a Harvard student, along with three of his roommates, the
network initially was developed for the Harvard students, and quickly spread to
students of other areas in the US, and eventually became one of the largest social
networking services with more than one billion active users by 2012.

. The Harry Potter series

The Harry Potter series is a series of seven novels written by British writer
J. K. Rowling. These novels chronicle the adventurous fantasies of Harry
Potter, a wizard, and his friends. Targeting at young adults, the books captivate
the imagination of a whole generation of young readers.

. Game of Thrones

Game of Thrones is the name of a TV series adapted from a series of fantasy
novels written by American writer George Martin. The title of the novel series
is A Song of Ice and Fire, of which A Game of Thrones is the first book. With
the first book published in 1996, the series became a New York Times bestseller
in 2011.

. Diner-style booths

Diner-style booths refer to the seating area in a diner, a typical American
style restaurant. The diner is best known by its exterior which looks like a
streamline train, where typical American food is served. With soft seats, the
booths could offer privacy and intimacy for its customers.

Bl Listening Comprehension
P~ Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas
Listen to the interview about Facebook generation’s reading habits and answer the

following questions.

1. What does the recent report, conducted by the Pew Research Center’s Internet
and American Life Project, indicate?
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2. Do the young readers, called Facebook generation, read only e-books?

3. How do the younger readers use libraries?

4. What do libraries do to accommodate the young readership?

5. Why does the speaker say at the very beginning that the news that more and
more young readers start to read is “a pleasant surprise™?

b Step 2: Listen for Details N
Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning Facebook generation’s
reading habits.

1. Well, we heard from ~ how they don’t

want e-books to - . E- books -

. And we heard from a lot of younger e-book readers
about how they can read when they’re

- . One reader in particular told us that when he
has ~, he wants to be able to -
- . So w1th the Harry Potter series and the Game of Thrones
series, he s actually

just because they matter

2. Well, we found that they’re very interested in
_—being able to

that already

has some on it. And a lot of hbranes are really looking
athow ... especially
with Americans 7 . And so a lot of libraries

7 . Some libraries even have sort of
_ for the teens where they can just

, and so that they can think of the library as a
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Task 1

Eﬂ Vocabulary

calorie /'keelory/ n. 1% H hunch /hant[/ n. %

shot /fot/ n. (ZNRY) —I11, —/MR  inhibition / mmhi'bifan/ n. ®Ho
sip /s[p/ V. *E . /]\ | UE, fUZZY ['fazi/ ad] *%#EE]’J
waistline /'weistlamn/ n. JIE savor /'se1va(r)/ v. i

-

s, Cultural Notes

Happy hour
Happy hour is a marketing term for a period of time in which a public venue

offers discounts on alcoholic drinks.

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about drinking and determine whether the following statements are

true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(
(
(
(

) 1. More than half of American men drink every day.
) 2. About one-third of American women drink every evening.
) 3. Health experts recommend one drink for women and two for men per day.

) 4. People simply don’t want to bother counting the amount of calories
when they drink.

) 5. Drinkers are likely to forget counting the amount of calories when they
get relaxed and begin to socialize.
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B> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete each of the

following statements.

1.

The survey found that every evening about in the US drink alcohol.
(a) 50 percent of men and 20 percent of women
(b) 30 percent of men and 20 percent of women
(c) 80 percent of men and 30 percent of women

The most popular drink among men is

(a) beer

(b) wine

(¢) hard liquor

Female drinkers tend to choose

(a) beer

(b) wine

(c) mixed drinks

“So, Gerard says whisky or other hard liquors are not a bad option when
you’re watching your waistline.” This means

(a) people are careful of not gaining weight when they drink

(b) people are worried about getting drunk if they drink too much hard liquor
(c) hard liquors are not harmful to one’s health

According to Madelyn Fernstrom, a health expert at the University of
Pittsburgh, alcohol

(a) can be a source of invisible calories

(b) is good to one’s health

(c) leads to high blood pressure

For the health-conscious drinkers, the problem they encounter is that

(a) they don’t want to spoil the taste of drinks while counting the amount
of calories

(b) they think it has too much trouble to count the amount of calories while
drinking

(c) they tend to forget what they drink

To be able to enjoy both good health and the taste of alcohol, Fernstrom

suggests that ,

(a) people calculate the exact amount of calories when they drink

(b) drinkers plan ahead before drinking

(c) people stick to one type of drink
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Task 2
i ]| Vocabulary

anticipate /@n'tisipert/ v. #{%, il

revival /ri'varval/ n.  (RER) FEHT BiE

novella /nav'vela/ n. H & /v

nominee / nomi'niz/ n. L 24

overprotective / ouvapra'tektiv/ adj.
o Ry, BE (1) /W

cad /keed/ n. JEKE, ToHEZTE

petite /pa'tit/ adj. i /|\iJ

wig /wig/ n. %

frizzy /'frizi/ adj. it/ NET

jangle /'dzangl/ n. 5

mannerism /'manarizam/ n. i (E

arc /a:k/ n. 9k

sway /swel/ v. ZhE

% Cultural Notes

1. Henry James

unduly /an'djuzli/ adv. 4~ 24t

destitute /'destit ju:t/ adj. 7% K

moustache /ma'stazf/ n. /\ 750

twirl ftwazl/ v. $55F

inhabit /in'haebit/ v. J5{F T

indiscretion /,indis'kre [on/ n. §23 1)
14

inheritance /in'heritans/ n. k&, 5™

confessor /kon'fesa(r)/ n. Wr{T{E5HY
4L

propriety /prov'pratati/ n. 15 41917 4

bluntly /'blantli/ adv. Y13

instinct /'instmkt/ n. B, ASHE

!u

Henry James (1843—-1916) was an American writer commonly regarded as
one of the key figures of literary realism of the 19th century. Since he lived
alternatively in both Europe and the US, his works focus on what is commonly
known as “the international theme.” He became a naturalized citizen of
Britain and has a memorial at the Poet’s Corner of the Westminster Abbey in
London.

Washington Square

Washington Square is a novel written by Henry James and was published in
1880. The work is a tragicomedy, depicting the conflict between a father and
his daughter.

. Character’s arc

A character’s arc refers to the development of a character, in most cases, the

protagonist from the very beginning of a drama or a story to the very end. It
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is normally a rocky path of personal growth a character undergoes in a story,
usually unwillingly, during which the character wrestles with and eventually
overcomes some or all of a serious emotional trauma, social or cultural
limitations and obstacles. Such obstacles may include lack of courage or inner
doubts, lack of ethics, guilt, scars from the past or errors in thinking. These
qualities of flaws and imperfections help humanize a character, and give the
character room to grow and develop because the development of characters is

interesting only when they overcome obstacles.

4. Victorian
Victorian relates to the historic era of the reign by Queen Victoria from
1837 to 1901 in Britain. It is also used to refer to a particular style in life,
architecture or thought.

E]ﬂ Listening Comprehension
I Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the news about Henry James’ play and answer the following questions.

1. Why does Moises Kaufman, the director of the play, say that Henry James
understood psychology?

2. The play, according to Kaufman, is very characteristic of James’ themes.
What are they?

3. According to Kaufman, what makes James” works richer?

4. Why does Jessica Chastain, who plays Catherine, the heroine of the drama,
like the character she plays?

5. What does the interviewer say about Morris Townsend, Catherine’s suitor?

6. In the drama, why does Dr. Austin Sloper, Catherine’s father, disapprove of
her daughter’s suitor?
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7. Why does Catherine’s father say that his daughter outshines all the other
women that Townsend pursues?

p- Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the followmg passages concerning Henry James’ play

1. Henry James doesn’t write about B - . He writes about

- S ) And one of the thmgs )
_,in this play, was that those kinds of

2. The story’s ~ because throughout history, women have
been ~in their life. And Catherine, in
the begmnlng of the play, is ; and then, she’s
- - . And at the end, - _____ 5
and she s  AndI'm really moved by that

3. This is trueofalotof ~—that the two things are
not ~ ;that you can be -

, and also ~ ,and

. Andso that s, you know,
and to play with. And so, you
know, thatts  this Morris.

Qb Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1. Is the young man (Catherine’s suitor) just a cad?

2. Henry James doesn’t write about vﬂlams and saints. He writes about people
with flesh and blood.

4. And at the end, she sets boundaries.



f] Vocabulary

wrapping /'repin/ n. i3 surf /sa:f/ v. Ak
bombard /bom'ba:d/ v. 3T 251 1E statistical /sta'tistikal/ adj. 4¢ i1
mute /mjuzt/ n. {if o compile /kom'pail/ v. 2, T4

B[ Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about commercials and answer the following questions.

|8

According to the speaker, what did people use to be able to enjoy before the
bombardment of commercials?

. What is the main goal of TV programs or magazines nowadays?

What is product placement?

Give a few examples of the so-called product placement.

What is the real danger of commercial advertising to the general public?
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8. Give a few examples to show that our personal information has been

compromised.

9. What risk do we run into when we use the Internet?

10. What do commercial messages try to tell us in their efforts to sell their

products?

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning commercials.

1. On TV, of course, we’'re used to

every eight minutes. Many of us use our

the advertising , or simply
to find someplace we can - . But the advertisers
have found many ways to get to you, anyway.

They use what is , which means that they put

products

2. The problem is not just that we are ,

but that the media is . Advertisers are more

and more interested in ~about

individuals. Every time , you’re giving away

information about yourself. Advertisers have

about people like you:
3. Well, information about you can be
And advertisers can : ,and
- , and the best way to make you

buy more! On the Internet, many websites are

_about you. You can be tracked if you

, and the data can be used to learn more
, and other behavior.
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Task 1

{ ]| Vocabulary
bankroll /'bankravl/ v. % Bl land /lend/ v. 153, &3

% Cultural Notes

1. GE
GE is abbreviated for General Electric, a multinational corporation. Founded
in 1892 by Thomas Edison and others, GE operates through four segments:
energy, technology, capital finance and consumer & industrial.

2. Lockheed-Martin
Lockheed-Martin is a US company of aerospace, defense, security and
advanced technology. It produces weaponry, subsidized by the US Defense
Department.

U Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the news about veterans and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each

of the following statements.

1. Four major manufacturers say they will start offering financial support for
the training of military veterans. The four manufacturers are
(a) Alcoa, Boeing, GE and Lockheed-Martin
(b) Boeing, Microsoft, IBM and Lockheed-Martin
(¢) GE, Wal-Mart, K-Mart and Alcoa
2. Unemployment among veterans has been, according to the speaker,
(a) increasing
(b) decreasing
(c) remaining the same
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The jobless rate among vets serving after 2001 now stands at 9.7 percent, but
that’s :

(a) the lowest since 2001

(b) still about 2 percent higher than that of the general population

(c) about 2 percent lower than that of the general population

Manufacturers say that they try to recruit more veterans because

(a) they respect the veterans for their services to the nation

(b) there has been a shortage of workers

(c) they need more skilled workers in their factories

The advantage of hiring veterans, most of whom are middle-aged men and

women, is that , according to the data.
(a) they tend to stay employed

(b) they are more innovative

(c) they all have military skills

p Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the news again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

(

) L.

) 2.

) 3
) 4.

) B

) 6.

The initial goal of the four participating companies is to train 15,000
veterans.

The unemployment rate for veterans is lower than that of the general
population.

The location for training veterans is at a naval base in Ohio.

The program called Get Skills to Work Coalition will spread to seven
more cities throughout the nation.

Currently there are about two million veterans who will leave the
military in the next four years.

Many veterans have faced a difficult time to find a job in private
companies.
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Task 2

ﬂj Vocabulary

detonation /,deta'ne1fon/ n. 1E4E motto /'motav/ n. ¥4 =

mushroom /'ma[ruim/ n. B i 5 disgrace /dis'gre1s/ n. Jik/&

kiloton /'kilautan/ n. T-Mi (KA Y compensation / kompen'setfon/ n. fPMzE
BRI AT radiation / rerdi'e1fan/ n. #a5t

trench /trent [/ n. (k¥ , B4

%) Cultural Notes

1. Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the two Japanese cities that were destroyed by the

atomic bombs dropped by US bombers in 1945.

2. Dixie
Dixie, also named “I Wish I Was in Dixie,” is a 19th-century song about the
American South. It is one of the most popular American folk songs, first in the
American South, and then across the whole country. Singing from the point of
view of a freed black slave, the protagonist is nostalgic of the bondage he had
had with the old life on a plantation. Today, the song is sometimes considered
offensive, and its critics link it to the sentiment of embracing slavery as
positive.

3. Radiation Exposure Compensation Act
The Radiation Exposure Compensation Act was passed by the US Congress
in 1990 to compensate those who were exposed to the atmospheric nuclear
testing undertaken by the US government. These people can be atomic
veterans or uranium miners.

[] Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas b et
Listen to the interview about veterans’ exposure to nuclear tests and determine whether

the following statements are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis
before each statement.

() 1. Joel Healy, the interviewee, witnessed the detonation of more than 20
atomic bombs.
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(
(

(

(

) 2. When the bomb exploded, he felt the shock wave and the heat.

) 3. According to Healy, all the soldiers who were at the site with him were
well protected.

) 4. At the age of 17, he never doubted what the government and the military

told him about the role of the atomic bombs—“Atoms for Peace”

) 5. It is very hard to determine how many veterans became ill from being
exposed to the nuclear bomb tests.

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each of

the following statements.

1.

The nuclear test known as Operation Plumbbob took place in
(a) the border between the US and Mexico

(b) Alaska’s mountains

(c) the desert north of Las Vegas

The testing area is the site where

(a) more atomic bombs were exploded than anywhere in the world
(b) only Operation Plumbbob testing was conducted

(c) every US atomic bomb was exploded

. Being a young soldier who witnessed the test first-hand, the veteran felt

(a) devastated

(b) extremely proud

(¢) indifferent

The Operation Plumbbob was a 74 kiloton bomb. It was

(a) asmall bomb compared with the ones dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasak1
(b) abomb equal to the force of the two bombs used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
(c) twice the amount what was used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki

What was the interviewee told by the military about safety? He was told that

(a) he and his comrades would be safe

(b) he and his fellow soldiers would be in harm’s way

(c) he and other fellow army men would be compensated if they were
exposed to excessive radiation
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6. “The Army had their own film teams out there to show these are our boys
whistlin” Dixie going into a nuclear device,” said the veteran. In his opinion,
the military film crew wanted to show
(a) that the soldiers were relaxed and there was no eminent danger
(b) the patriotism of the soldiers
(c) that the soldiers sang the song to relieve their nervousness

7. The only regret that one of the veterans expressed is that
(a) he was there to be exposed to the radioactive dust
(b) all the soldiers couldn’t have been at the ground zero with them
(c) the government decided to explode such a big bomb

8. “Troops going into battle know that there is a very inherent risk that they
may not be coming out, unless it’s in a black bag” The “black bag” means

(a) soldiers were killed
(b) a souvenir for the soldiers who participated in the test
(c) an integral part of the soldiers’” military equipment

9. He called the military’s act “just a disgrace” because
(a) he believed that the military had lied to him and his fellow soldiers
about safety
(b) the military had developed weapons of mass destruction
(c) the film had shown something which was completely false

Task 1

i | Vocabulary
frenzy /'frenzi/ n. JE#h distinct /dis'tigpkt/ adj. {5y, B
instill /in'stil/ v. & 7 B fifgIr

disservice / dis'sarvis/ n. {55, fiid  criteria /krar'tiaria/ n. brife, #EN
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»
)

Cultural Notes

Honors and AP classes
Honors and AP classes are the classes for advanced students in American high

schools. The honors class is reserved exclusively for honors students who are
recognized by high grades or high marks in their course work. AP is short for
Advancement Placement. It is a program created by the US College Board to
offer college-level courses to advanced high school students.

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

p Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about college admission and answer the following questions.

1.

What impact does the speaker say about the case of Fisher versus the
University of Texas at Austin?

Betty Dong, an obvious Chinese American, represents one side of the
argument. Does she think that affirmative action should be applied to the
college admission? Why or why not?

Why does J. Hawley of Huntsville, Alabama, say yes about affirmative action?

What does Marhoefer, the history professor, mean when she says “My profession
is white. History, however, is not white ...”?

What reason does Professor Marhoefer give to explain the fact that so few
non-whites have been employed as history professors in the US?

What is the position of Maria Torres Villa of Lawrenceville, Georgia, on the
issue of affirmative action?

What is the position of Jim Cunningham from Austin, Texas, whose daughter
was denied admission?
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p Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and try to learn more detculs andfacts Then complete the
following two charts.

1. Those who are in support of affirmative action:

Names Ethnicity What he or she says

2. Those who are opposed to affirmative action, especially for college admission:

Names Ethnicity What he or she says

Task 2

i ]| Vocabulary

sloppiness /'slopinis/ n. {Z L concoction /ken'kokfon/ n. 44
subsidize /'sabsidarz/ v. (E)fF) %P vegan /'viigon/ adj. 43 L HHY
synagogue /'sinagng/ n. i A i hypoallergenic /'haipauv,zla'dzenik/ adj.
evaporate /1'vaparert/ v. {54 iK% f Y

tier /tra(r)/ n. 2 f] plop /plop/ v. 1} Br&{T E b
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[] Listening Comprehension

B Step I: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about not trying to be perfect and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢)

for each of the following questions.

1.

What does Mrs. Spar, the interviewee, say about her life when the interviewer

introduces her?

(a) She feels that she has been incredibly lucky in her life.

(b) She has been crushed by life because she cannot handle the burden on
her anymore.

(c) She sounds boastful because she believes she has accomplished so much.

Mrs. Spar says, “We all make choices in our life, and I think it’s important to
recognize that we make these choices and critically, we make trade-offs too.”
What are the “trade-offs” that she refers to?

(a) The choice between a married life and an unmarried life.

(b) The choice between a house wife and a career woman.

(c) The choice between different careers.

What is the opinion of Mrs. Spar about working mothers?

(a) They are bad mothers.

(b) They are irresponsible mothers who leave their children behind.

(c) They must make trade-offs and compromises between home and work.

Which of the following is NOT true, according to Mrs. Spar, of our current
lives, especially the lives of women?

(a) We are extremely busy.

(b) We have flexible work schedule and we have options of choosing a career.
(c) Some of us may have a 60-hour weekly schedule.

. What can we infer from the comparison that Mrs. Spar makes between

American and Indian women?

(a) Indian women have more social supports while American women have
little.

(b) Indian women are too dependent while American women are independent.

(c) Indian women tend to stay at home while American women work.

What is Mrs. Spar’s attitude toward American way of life in terms of the
relationship with one’s parents?

(a) Appreciative.

(b) Indifferent.

(¢) Critical.
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7. Which of the following is NOT true of what Mrs. Spar says about the American
way of life with regard to the relationship with one’s parents?
(a) We have moved away from the places we have grown up.
(b) We have divorced ourselves from our parents and our childhood friends.
(c) We have abandoned our religion by not going to the churches or synagogues

any maore.

8. What is the irony that Mrs. Spar talks about toward the end of the interview?

(a) Women have become so independent that they deprive themselves of an
important part of their lives.

(b) Women try to do everything themselves without the help of men.

(c) Women are cheating themselves because they think they can do everything
themselves.

p» Step 2: Listen for Details -
Fill in the missing details in the following passages.

1. I make this point carefully because B .
there are many more things that ~ could do, that employers
coulddo,that  ~~  coulddo 7

. ButI'm o , and I think particularly

, it’s just unrealistic to imagine

that we are going to be getting wonderful,

in the immediate future even if we’d like it. So people

have to - B - —that we’re facing and
that means acknowledging ) , We
won’t have o and

2. This is a really interesting piece of the women’s problem, I think, and
. If you look at

o , we’ve all—in the United States,
or most of us, at least,

__ the places we’ve

grown up. So we’ve o , not legally, but just
geographically from ) , from 3
from - ) ~we attended in our childhood.
And by doing that 7 a very important measure
of _that ironically

when women weren’t both work and families.
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3.

And at least at the moment in India and some other countries,
still exist. And I've been

women from those parts of the world it is
to live close to -, to live with 7 , to live
among . Idon’t think most Americans,
particularly Americans S

have those social supports anymore.

€\ Listening Skills: Practice Exercise

Answer the following questions concerning the topic, the main idea and the inferential

meanings of this interview.

1.

What is the topic of this interview?

. What is the main idea Mrs. Spar tries to get across?

. What is the possible consequence if women try to do everything alone?

What message does Mrs. Spar try to convey when she describes the lives of
Indian women?

. At the very beginning of the interview, the interviewer says, “And some

people might say, hey, wait a minute, you're the president of a women’s
college? You have three children of your own, a husband you describe as
lovely ...” What conclusion does he want to draw?

“So just at the moment, arguably, that we need these social structures the
most, we’ve let them evaporate.” This is an example of irony. Explain why.




{]| Vocabulary

adverse /'‘edvazs/ adj. ANFIRY, FEM  ultraviolet / altra'varslat/ adj. Z4h
roulette /ruz'let/ n. 53T 57330
sunbathe /'sanbe1d/ v. & B it melanoma /, melo'navma/ n. B HIH

B Listening Comprehension

B> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about the adverse effects of sunshine on people’s health and answer

the following questions.

1.

What is the main idea of this lecture?

According to the speaker, what does a tan in the winter mean for many white
people?

What potential danger, however, can be inflicted upon those who acquire a
tan with the direct or long-time exposure to sunlight?

. What surprises the speaker when he says that the information on adverse

effects on people’s health has been publicized since the 1980s?

. What does the speaker mean when he says that people are playing solar

roulette?
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P Step 2:ListenforDetails | o
Listen to the lecture again and try to learn more details and facts. Then complete the

following chart concerning the adverse effects of sunshine on people’s health.

What do people consider tanning, which
is acquired by exposure to sunshine?

According to the lecturer, how many
cases of skin cancer will occur?

How many of these cases will be the
most dangerous?

How many people will eventually die?

In the US alone, what is the percentage
of population that will develop skin
cancer?

What is the percentage of these cases
that are directly related to the exposure
to sunshine?

Task 1

{ [ Vocabulary

mounting /'maovntin/ adj. EE N abuse /o'bjurz/ v. JEF
overhaul /,suva'ha:l/ n. I § T accuser /a'kju:za(r)/ n. {545#
blunder /'blanda(r)/ n. B # EL % uproar /'Apra:(r)/ n. S L
flagship /'fleeg[1p/ adj. {1
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% Cultural Notes

Newsnight
Newsnight is a news program aired by BBC on weekday evenings. The program

specializes in the analysis of current international and domestic affairs.

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

B Step I: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the news about BBC'’s scandal and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) for each of

the following questions.

1.

Why did George Entwistle, the director general of BBC, resign?

(a) Because he was found involved in a sex scandal.

(b) Because the network aired a story that falsely implicated a former
politician having a child sex scandal.

(c) Because BBC wanted to replace Entwistle with a younger executive.

To which party does the alleged politician belong?
(a) The Conservative Party.

(b) The Labour Party.

(c) Liberal Democratic Party.

Which of the following statements is true?

(a) BBC had approached the politician before it aired the show.

(b) The politician came forward to accuse BBC of misrepresenting him.

(c) The politician had never been approached prior to the BBC’s broadcast.

How was George Entwistle involved in the lapse?
(a) He was briefed before airing the show.

(b) He knew nothing about the show.

(c) He refused to broadcast the show.

Which of the following statements is true?
(a) Apart from this blunder, BBC has been under criticism for revealing
another child abuse case by a British celebrity.

(b) BBC has always been bragging that it is the most trusted news network
in the world.

(c) BBC has never made such a mistake before.
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P Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning BBC'’s scandal

1. The head of the BBC ~in the wake of that broadcaster’s
- . After - -
its director general George Entwistle ~~after the network
broadcast a former politician of

And the BBC’s governing body
__of the organization.

now says

2. Thisisabout that w11l -
for years. It happened at Newsmght the BBC’s

. Newsnight ran an item in which
accused a senior

of being involved.

3. When McAlplne s , it

was clear there had been . George Entmstle has been

. He admits he knew

- untll after it aired. This serious

lapse by what $ generally considered

7777777 ~hascaused = and cost -
Task 2
{]] Vocabulary
fray /frer/ v. BE i round /ravnd/ n. — %k K5
cap /kaep/ v. & crouch /kravt [/ v.
private /'prarvit/ n. 51|4% enduring /m'djvarty/ adj. £ AR
artillery /a:'trlory/ n. A4 stunning /'stanig/ adj. 15 A/

[] Listening Comprehension
P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas -
Listen to the report about a veteran and determine whether the followmg statements are

true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Benjamin’s grandfather once served in the 10th Mountain Division
fighting the Nazis in the Italian Alps.
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() 2. The only thing this grandfather had kept was a painting of snow-capped
mountains.

() 3. In the painting, there was a young soldier, a private.
( ) 4. His grandfather remembered the soldier vividly because of his heroism.

() 5. Benjamin’s father was emotionally moved by the story because he had
waited for his father to tell him a wartime story for a long time.

() 6. Benjamin’s grandfather told the story to everybody he knew.

() 7. Stories like the one Benjamin’s grandfather told are valuable because
they help the public understand the experiences of the veterans.

B Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and answer the following questions.

1. To whom did Benjamin’s writing attribute?

2. What can you tell about the young soldier?

3. According to Benjamin, why didn’t the veterans want to tell their stories to
others, even to their loved ones?

Task 1

i ]| Vocabulary

prey /prev/ n. 54 hack /haek/ v. ey (HEHLEZ)
savvy /'sevi/ adj. FEWIY, A WiHRAY  mouthpiece /mauBpits/ n. K&

59



rimsBINBUE 4

60 |

@” Listening Comprehension

b Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about hackers and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete

each of the following statements.

(B

According to the interviewer, Mat Honan is the last person who will fall prey
to hackers because

(a) heis tech-savvy

(b) he is negligent

(c) he knows nothing about computer

The interviewer says that Honan’s entire digital life was destroyed because

(a) he was forced to resign from his job
(b) he lost all the contents of all his electronic devices
(c) his lost emails are not retrievable

. Of all the electronic devices, went off first as Honan found it.

(a) his laptop computer

(b) his iPad

(c) his phone

According to Honan, the hackers got his personal information
(a) through his bank account

(b) when his phones were tapped

(c) via Amazon and Apple

. Now after Honan’s case, if you want a new Apple password, you have to

(a) call Apple and ask for a new password

(b) go in online and answer security questions

(c) call Apple and give the last four digits of your credit card number
Honan managed to retrieve ;

(a) photos of his daughter with her great-grandparents

(b) his Mac computer data

(c) his Google account



UNIT 6

> Step 2: Listen for Details . -
I. Listen to the interview again and try to learn more details and facts and complete the

following chart.

Steps in order What the hackers did
1

O | 0| N[ & ] W] N

I1. Answer the following questions.

1. What electronic devices of Honan’s were affected?

2. What valuable data did he lose?

Task 2

‘] Vocabulary

stalk /sto:k/ n. (F421) FE sunken /'sapkan/ adj. |~ P
puff /paf/ n. (M=) —% hunker /"hanka(r)/ v. i
enact /i'nakt/ v. il E ({Efk H =) erosion /1'ravzon/ n. {21

bedlam /'bedlom/ n. W& [F{RELAIH I peer /pra(r) v. HT &
regiment /'redsimont/ n. (ZEPAN[AY) 4]  flagstaff /'flegsta:f/ n. HEFF

stagger /'stzego(r)/ v. I Hlt crest /krest/ n. g, Ti
sue /sjui/ v. Bk bolt /bavlt/ n. [N H,
intercept / inta'sept/ v. #ifi encircle /mn's3:kl/ v. 41 Hl
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sergeant /'sa:dzent/ n. H1-1: storm /sto:m/ v. ffi &

bluff /blaf/ n. liFj&E keg /keg/ n. /I i

rampart /'rempa:t/ n. {22 reinforcement / rizin'forsmant/ n. 1%
drawbridge /'dro:brid3/ n. i1 #F casualty /'kaezjualtt/ n. {H1T- N i
moat /maot/ n. PN slip /ship/ v. iR FEFE

® Cultural Notes

1.

General Robert E. Lee

General Robert E. Lee was the military commander of the Confederate Army
of the South during the Civil War of the US. A graduate from the West Point,
General Lee was offered to be the commander in the Union Army by President
Lincoln, but he declined. In the decisive battle in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
Lee’s Army was fatally defeated, which led to the eventual surrender of the
Confederate Army. After the Civil War, Lee resigned from the military post to
become the president of Washington College in Virginia.

General George McClellan

General George McClellan was a military commander of the Union Army
during the American Civil War. He is best remembered as the great organizer
of the Union Army of the Potomac.

. Emancipation Proclamation

The Emancipation Proclamation was the executive order issued by President
Lincoln in 1863 and freed approximately 3.1 million black slaves in the US.

@U Listening Comprehension

» Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen

to the interview about the Battle of Antietam and answer the following questions.

1. What happened at Sharpsburg, Maryland, 150 years ago?

2. What do historians say about the Battle of Antietam 150 years ago?

3. How did the battle start?

4. What was the initial casualty?
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5. What was the original plan of General Lee, the Commander-in-Chief of the
Confederate Army?

6. What happened at the sunken road, which was about five feet long?

7. Why is the sunken road later called Bloody Lane?

8. What was the result of the Battle of Antietam?

B Step 2: Listen for Details .
Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

The Battle of Antietam was a decisive battle during the American Civil War.
The entire Confederate Army was fatally defeated at the site of the battle.
About 23,000 soldiers on both sides were killed or wounded.

The site of the battle was a fortress.

-l o S

()
()
)
()
() At the sunken road, about 10,000 soldiers were killed and wounded
within the first halfhour.

The sunken road became the death trap for the men inside.

The drawbridge became the crucial point for the Battle of Antietam.
The Battle of Antietam ended with no sides winning the fight.

= o

The battle was well planned by General Robert Lee.

NN N N~

10. The battle led to President Lincoln’s executive order, which is now
known as the Emancipation Proclamation.

Qb Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
I. Answer the following questions concerning the tone, metaphors, as well as the function

of specific details.

1. What, in your opinion, is the general tone of the speaker when he narrates
the story? Explain why.

2. What is the biggest irony in the story?
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3. What message do you think the speaker tries to convey to the audience when
he uses specific details such as the number of casualties and body parts of the

soldiers?

4. One Union Army officer, Sgt. James Shinn, wrote in his diary, “I am sorry
and ashamed to say, (I) left the field unhurt” What did he feel sorry for and
was ashamed of?

II. Paraphrase the following sentences.

1. Just 200 yards in front of the Union forces, Confederate troops from Georgia
were flat on their stomachs.

2. It’s just a concentrated terror.

3. I supposed it was my last day on Earth. I had the usual feelings of home and
friends, and thousands of thoughts ran through my mind at once.

4. And as one man said, “we made our stand on the ghastly flooring.




{ | Vocabulary

interrogation /in,tersu'geifon/ n. #iln]  profile /'provfail/ v./n. H{$
hotline /'hotlain/ n. 2% nanny /‘neni/ n. {4
anonymously /a'nonimasly/ adv. [ &

[] Listening Comprehension

Listen to the lecture about methods to solve crimes and answer the following questions.

1. What is the old method to solve crimes, according to the speaker?

2. What is a crime hotline?

3. What is the advantage of using crime hotline to trace criminals?

4. Why does the speaker mention China with regard to the use of fingerprints?

5. Why, according to the speaker, are fingerprints useful for tracing criminals?

6. What is psychological profiling?

7. What can private citizens do to help catch a criminal?

8. What is the last method of tracing criminals that the speaker talks about?
How effective is it?
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Task 1

{ ]| Vocabulary

lacquer /'leka(r)/ n. i merit /'merit/ v. {H 5
reverse /ri'vars/ v. {iEY beige /bers/ n. A {4

% Cultural Notes

The three-judge panel

The three-judge panel is a set of judges who sit together to hear a case, often
an appeal of a previously tried one. Most of the trials in the US are held by a
single judge. But if a previously tried case is challenged, it must go to a panel
of three judges who will first listen to the oral arguments and then determine
the final verdict of the case.

| Listening Comprehension
P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the news about red soles and answer the following questions.

1. What is in particular about the shoes that makes Louboutin, the designer,
well known?

2. Why did Louboutin go to court?

3. Why didn’t the first judge agree with Louboutin?

4. What was the final decision rendered by the three-judge panel?
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5. The speaker says, “But here’s the catch” What does “catch” refer to?

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning red soles.

1. The designer Christian Louboutin is famous in

and it’s

So when

for

. They can cost

__that Louboutin is really known for.
, Yves Saint Laurent,

announced plans last year to start
, including the soles, Louboutin didn’t just get mad, he

2. Butajudge

handed Louboutin a victory. The three-judge panel said
that they
: the trademark protection

But here’s

, saying
Yesterday, an appeals court in New York

from selling red-soled shoes.

—that is red soles that contrast with the

rest of the shoe color—say beige.

Task 2
{]] Vocabulary

diagnose /'daragnavz/ v. iZHf
dementia /di'men 12/ n. Ja1 %
melancholy /'melonkaly/ adj. HEABITY

memoir /‘memwa:z(r) n. [ %, [B{LIE

temper /'tempa(r)/ v. {25 {%

unrelentingly / anri'lentigly/ adv. Ji5Hb

chronicle /'kronikl/ v. (4220 (i) I
F) o

decay /di'ker/ v. £

intersection /'inta,sek[an/ n. 3¢ X,
obsessive /ab'sestv/ adj. 4> N LT
wring /rin/ v. $HIKT
indictment /in'dartmant/ n.
Eiff
devoid /di'void/ adj. Tk Z [, %A
redemption /ri'demp[on/ n. Flx
bleak /bli:k/ adj. 351

:E:
PIERT
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E’][I Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about a book revealing mother-son relationship and choose the best

answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each of the following statements.

|

Elsewhere, a memoir written by critically acclaimed writer Richard Russo, is a
story about .

(a) the author’s fond memory of his childhood

(b) the author’s difficult relationship with his mother

(c) the autobiographical account of the author’s experiences during the war

Toward the end of the book, Russo describes one particular scene where he
and his mother sit together. It is for both of them.

(a) the happiest moment

(b) an utterly melancholy moment

(¢) the most tense moment

. The statement that is true.

(a) the book is filled with fond memories between him and his mother
(b) there are very few joyous moments he and his mother spend together
(c) he hates his mother enormously

. Russo describes his mother’s behavior toward him as

(a) obsessive and compulsive
(b) loving and tender
(c) domineering and strongly emotional

. At one point, Russo says, “There were times I seriously considered wringing

her neck” He means

(a) he and his mother were intimately connected

(b) his mother was just as indifferent toward him as she could be
(c) he was angry at his mother

According to the critic, the tone of the memoir is generally
(a) redemptive

(b) nostalgic

(c) bleak
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b Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the followmg statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.
() 1. The memoir shows how his mother helped shape Russo as a writer.

() 2. Toward the end of the story, he tells the readers that his mother had
been diagnosed with cancer.

() 3. His mother’s illness was wrongly diagnosed.

() 4. When Russo and his mother sit together, his mother tells him that she
has always been happy when she is with him.

() 5. The memoir is a chronicle that traces his relationship with his mother
from his early childhood all the way to the very end of his mother’s life.

() 6. Russo writes, as he always does, the memoir in an elevated and polished style.
() 7. Overall, he hates his mother.

() 8. In the final pages, he still finds it difficult to redeem his negative
emotions toward his mother.

() 9. The story ends with a feel-good kind of hope.

Task 1

i [ vocabulary

gulf /galf/ n. {55 probation /prau'berfon/ n. (UL f5%%
felony /'feloni/ n. 4R 1) £2F

rig /rig/ n. Bt E prosecution /,prost'kju:fon/ n. #2iff
migratory /'maigratari/ adj. 1L H#ERY blast /bla:st/ v. i i1

shareholder /'fea,havlda(r)/ n. i %: manslaughter /'mzn slo:ta(r)/ n. 7% A
prudence /'pruidans/ n. {$#E gush /gaf/ v. %, M

monitor /'monita(r)/ n. Wi e throw a wrench PHES, AEiR
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%) Cultural Notes

1. BP
BP is short for British Petroleum, an oil company in Britain.

2. Clean Water Act
The Clean Water Act was passed by the US Congress in 1972 to regulate
discharges of pollutants into the waters of the US and regulate quality
standards for surface waters.

3. Public Citizen
Public Citizen is a nonprofit organization in the US that advocates consumer

rights. Founded in 1971, the group favors strong government regulations in

the areas of transportation, healthcare and nuclear power.

U Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas e e
Listen to the report about the fines on BP and answer the following questions.

1. What did Attorney General Eric Holder come back to New Orleans for?

2. What was the settlement?

3. How many criminal charges had BP admitted?

4. What does Ed Markey, the Massachusetts Democrat, say about BP?

5. What culture of BP is mainly responsible for the environmental disaster,
according to Lanny Breuer who leads the criminal division at the Justice
Department?

6. What does David Uhlmann, a law professor at the University of Michigan,
say about the court’s handling of the case?

7. The consumer group Public Citizen says that the deal struck between the US
government and BP was “a slap on the wrist” What does the group mean?
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8. What does the Attorney General respond to the comment?

9. The speaker says, “Today’s action is far from the last word on the spill.”
What does she mean?

10. Finally, the speaker says, “the deal was on track with both the federal
government and several states on board, until Louisiana threw a wrench in
the works over how much money it would get in economic damages.” What
does she mean by “throw a wrench in the works”?

P Step 2: Listen for Details - , -
Listen to the report again and try to learn more details and facts. Then complete the

following chart concerning the fines on BP.

Under the current plea deal, what did
BP agree to do in future?

Apart from Gulf states, what are other
areas in the US that BP had problems
with?

What are the charges against Donald
Vidrine and Robert Kaluza, the two top
BP managers onboard the rig?

What did BP’s defense lawyer say about
the two men?

What is the charge pressed against David

Rainey, BP’s former head of exploration
in the Gulf?

What could be the final deal of the case,
according to the speaker?
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Task 2

i]]| Vocabulary

duo /'djurev/ n. —XHHERY junky /'dsanki/ n. Z4FH
cliffhanger /'klif hena(r)/ n. EEEHY  zinger /'zma(r)/ n. i P EFE AL

fE5 vicious /'vi[as/ adj. LR
incorporate /in'korparert/ v. Jji |- Caucasian /ko:'keirzian/ adj. | N[
adamant /'adomant/ adj. "% E 1Y) precedent /'presidant/ n. JE{3
bromance /'bravmans/ n. i 58 ,E lore /lo:(r)/ n. “F[7]

diehard /'datha:d/ adj. [EF1Y, $haEid

B Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about a female Dr. Watson and answer the following questions.

1. What role does Lucy Liu play in the show Elementary?

2. What do Joan Watson and her partner, the aged Sherlock Holmes, do
together in the show?

3. What is the scene that Lucy says she and her crew are shooting?

4. What has kept both Dr. Watson and Sherlock Holmes together all these
years, according to Lucy?

5. What makes the female Dr. Watson different from the old Dr. Watson? Why
does Rob Doherty, the playwright of the show, think it interesting?

6. What does Lucy mean when she says that Rob, the playwright, “has made it
quite a statement by saying that Watson and Holmes’ relationship is going to
be more of a bromance than anything”?
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7. What would people who got so used to the traditional relationship between
Sherlock and Dr. Watson react to the new role of the female Dr. Watson?

8. What does Lucy tell the interviewer about her parents and her childhood?

I Step 2: Listen for Details | _ -
Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Lucy Liu had played roles in other shows before she played the role of
female Dr. Watson.

) 2. Sherlock Holmes is portrayed as someone who is drinking heavily.

) 3. The new drama depicts the lifestyle of London in the 19th century.

) 4. Lucy Liu spent her early childhood in China.

) 5. She spent most of the time with her mother at home when she was a child.

) 6. The role that she plays in the show Ally McBeal is a dragon lady.

6% Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
Paraphrase the following sentences taken from the interview.

1. Now she’s Joan Watson, a washed-up surgeon and the sober companion to
Sherlock Holmes, a recovering addict.

2. It’s a constant sort of uncomfortable sweater that one is wearing.

3. And in fact, Rob himself has made it quite a statement by saying that Watson
and Holmes’ relationship is going to be more of a bromance than anything.

4. Do you have some Sherlock traditionalists who are saying, female Dr.
Watson, no way, not going to buy it?

5. I mean I can understand why people who are diehard junkies of Sherlock
Holmes and Watson, that they would be less likely to jump on board.
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6. Ido think that it’s important to always break boundaries and try new things,
and probably put myself in the situation where there will be quite a bit of

criticism,

7. We were latch-key kids.

8. And I have to confess, [ was a religious fan of that show.

9. I thought, well, if it was a man playing this role or if it was a Caucasian
woman playing this role, would you still call that person a dragon lady?
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counselor /'kavnsala(r)/ n. JBji[n] enhance /in'ha:ns/ v. $iE5, 80
telecommunications /'telikomjurni'keifonz/  socioeconomic /'sausiou,itka'nomik/
n R (S adj. 2N G AL
prospective /prau'spektiv/ adj. A HH,
Tt A

[] Listening Comprehension
P Stayr 1z Listen for Mainddens .
Listen to the lecture about applying for a job today and answer the following questions.

1. According to the speaker, what has happened to the skills required by the
society nowadays as compared with those in the past?

2. What is the traditional process of applying for a job?

3. What are the advantages of the current technology that people use to apply
for a job?

4. What is the consequence of the new application process?

5. According to the speaker, what is the secret of preparing oneself for the job
application today?

6. What does the speaker compare the Internet with?
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- Step 2: Listen for Details
Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the process of applying for
a job today.

1. My name is Graciano E. Matos. I'm , and students
often approach me . You see,
we are living in , and the skills
you need now you needed in the past.
With the presence of ,

s ,and ;

the process in today’s world and the skills necessary

have changed for the majority of the

US population.
2. Well, what are the skills that you need? How can you

¢ First, let’s look at how you find a job. The

in the past required first,

on jobs that were available ,
typically by looking in newspapers, TV ads, and
. Then you decided

_» put
, and waited anxiously for someone to get back to you.

3. In addition to using newspapers and the phone,

for getting more details on o,
applications, and other necessary information. In the past you might
have had a ... a desk full of newspaper ads _of
where you should apply. But now from

and
that’s easy to anytime. In many ways, it’s
easier now: You don’t have to worry about and
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Task 1

Eﬂ Vocabulary
ostensibly /o'stensabli/ adv. B i b high-minded adj. 5 [RS8, S FHD

%) Cultural Notes
1. Authors Guild
The Authors Guild is a nonprofit American organization of and for authors
founded in 1912. Originally, the organization was named Authors League of
America, and it was split into two groups: Dramatists Guild of America for
writers of radio and stage drama and the Authors Guild solely for writers. The
organization provides its members with free legal and business advice on book
contracts, licensing, royalty and copyright. In 2005, the organization filed a
lawsuit against Google for copyright infringement for scanning books that

were still in copyright.

o)

Alexandria

Alexandria is the second largest city in Egypt. Founded by Alexander the Great
in 331 BC, the city was the intellectual and cultural center of the ancient world
for some time. The Ancient Library of Alexandria was commonly considered
the largest and the most significant. The library was burned down allegedly by
the Romans during their conquest of Egypt.

B[ Listening Comprehension

- Step 1 Listen for MRt MERs ooy
Listen to the news about Google’s lawsuit and determine whether the following
statements are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each
statement.

() 1. Google plans to scan every book available in the world.

() 2. Google has been running legal battles since it started to scan books.
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(
(

(

) 3. The lawsuit against Google has been dragged for more than 20 years.

) 4. The use of the library at Alexandria in ancient Egypt is to show that
books can be lost at any moment.

) 5. Google is going to press ahead with its grand mission.

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the news again and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete each of the

following statements.

1

Google has been involved in lawsuit because

(a) it has scanned books without getting permission of thelr authors

(b) it has not reached agreements with the publishers on compensation for
the publishing companies

(c) it has refused to negotiate with both the authors and the publishers
about the compensations

Google’s grand mission is to , according to Sergey Brin, the
company’s co-founder.

(a) make all the publishing companies obsolescent

(b) make all the world’s information searchable

(c) take charge of the world’s publishing business

. Sergey Brin does not want to wait for too long because

(a) books can be lost at any time
(b) it will be too costly to be involved in lawsuit
(c) its reputation will be tarnished

The library at Alexandria in ancient Egypt was destroyed because of

(a) flooding

(b) theft
(c) fire

. Google has been fighting with the Authors Guild since 2004 because

(a) the latter refused to cooperate with Google to accomplish Google’s grand

mission
(b) Google has infringed the copyrights of the authors
(c) Google has been accused of trying to be a monopoly



6. According to Pam Samuelson, a law professor at University of California at

UNIT 8

Berkeley, Google

(a) is going to slow down its efforts to scan books
(b) is going to stop scanning books

(c) is confident enough to continue its mission

Task 2

i || Vocabulary

segregate /'segrigert/ v. (Fhl&) B#Es colonel /'kamal/ n. ¥
groundwork /'gravndwsa:k/ n. J&il} reprimand /'reprima:nd/ n. i i<
desegregate / di:'segrigert/ v. & FE R ik h@ 5

%) Cultural Notes

1.

_E\)

Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks (1913-2005) was an African-American civil rights activist. On
December 1, 1955, she refused to give up her seat to a white passenger in
Montgomery, Alabama at a time when “separate but equal” was very much
alive in Alabama. Even though she was not the first to refuse to give up seats
to white passengers on a public bus, she has been, nonetheless, recognized as
the “first lady of civil rights” by the US Congress.

Veterans Day

Veterans Day is a legal holiday in the United States. In 1938, US Congress
passed a bill to make the 11th of November in each year a legal holiday “to
be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and
known as Armistice Day.” It is a day to celebrate the service of all veterans for
their service in the military.

. Separate but equal

“Separate but equal” was a US law that came into effect in 1896. The law justifies
racial segregation between blacks and whites in services such as restaurants,
public facilities such as public buses or trains and public accommodations such
as schools. The law was overturned by the US Supreme Court in 1954.
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2] Listening Comprehension

p Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about military desegregation and determme whether the following
statements are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each

statement.

() 1. The historical incident under discussion occurred in 1941 when the US
military joined the Second World War.

() 2. It occurred at an airbase in Indiana.

() 3. The law of separate but equal lasted for about 60 years in the US after it
came into effect.

( ) 4. General Hunter, the commanding general of First Air Force, personally
signed an order to have the black officers released.

() 5. Colonel Warren told the bartender that he only ordered a beer, not a
colored one.

() 6. They were met by machine gun armed military police and loaded

aboard prison vans.

) Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and answer thefollowmg questions.

1.

What contribution did the 104 African-American airmen make in the US
military history?

What happened on the Freeman Airfield in Indiana?

What was the order issued by General Hunter, the commanding general of
First Air Force?

What did Colonel Warren do when he arrived at the club?

How was he received?

. What happened to Colonel Warren and other black officers when they

refused to leave?
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7. What were the black officers asked to do? And did they comply with the order?

8. What was the consequence of their action?

9. How were they eventually released from prison?

Task 1

%]] Vocabulary

punitive /'pjunativ/ adj. #E PR sanction /'senkfan/ n. fill#
levy /'levi/ v. Y (§ii4) tenacity /ti'naesaty/ n. "& ), P
extract /1k'straekt/ v. 153

% Cultural Notes

1. NCAA
NCAA stands for the National Collegiate Athletic Association. It is a nonprofit

organization for athletic programs for the colleges and universities in the US.
The organization was established in 1906, and took its current name in 1910.
The NCAA awards championships in all college sports, including baseball,
basketball, track and field, and football.

[

Happy Valley
Happy Valley refers to the location of the University of Pennsylvania—

University Park. It is mainly a university town, and “Happy Valley” includes
both the township and adjacent areas.
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E)] Listening Comprehension

B Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about Penn State scandal and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to

complete each of the following statements.

1.

The scandal of Pennsylvania State University is concerned with
(a) the abuse of public fund

(b) abreach of sports rules and regulations

(c) the exposure of child sexual abuse by a coach

The position of the university is .
(a) to accept the penalties imposed by NCAA
(b) to flatly reject the charges

(c) indecisive of what to do at the moment

NCAA called the incident

(a) ashame of the sports team

(b) a tragic failure

(c) acrime punishable to the maximum

NCAA did not decide to prohibit the Penn State football team from
participating in the next year’s competition because

(a) a total ban would make the Penn State bankrupt

(b) it would hurt local business that had had nothing to do with the scandal
(c) it was likely that the football coach would commit suicide

. Mark Emmert, president of NCAA, said that he hoped that the university would

learn a lesson and establish an athletic culture that

(a) would never place football ahead of educating, nurturing and protecting
young people

(b) would always put sports as the top priority of education

(c) would prepare young people physically ready for their future

NCAA decided to fine the university $60 million together with

(a) afour-year ban on post-season bowl games

(b) expelling the football coach

(c) afour-year ban on all sports games

. Evarado Tapias, a senior at the university, said, “A change in the campus

culture is overdue,” by which he did NOT mean

(a) the university was to blame because it had always placed sports before
education
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(b) the university should do everything it can to protect the interests of its
athletes
(c) most students came to Penn State not for academic learning, but for

watching football games

8. Expressing his opinion about NCAA’s decision, one local businessman said
that .

(a) he worried that the ban would hurt local business

(b) he was pleased that the wrong had finally been corrected

(c) business owners were totally against the fine and the ban

9. Louis Freeh, the former FBI director, found

(a) Jerry Sandusky, the football coach, was guilty of sexual abuse
(b) the university officials had covered up the scandal
(c) the NCAA'’s fine was not fair

10. The speaker ends the report by saying “It may be that a $60 million fine
is just a fraction of what Penn State will have to pay before the Sandusky
scandal is over” The concluding remark means
(a) the NCAA’s fine is too much for the university
(b) the university will pay a lot more
(c) Jerry Sandusky is personally responsible for the $60 million fine

b Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the Penn State scandal.

1. NCAA officials did not impose . on
Penn State’s football program. NCAA president Mark Emmert says they
thought about it, but
for a year or two and

that hadn’t done anyﬂ?ing wrong.

2. Our goalis , but to make sure

and daily mindsetiin which
football will educating, nurturing,

and protecting young people.

3. I am because to me the students

_for what Jerry did. They come here

They come here

And now they’re being punished o . And it’s—I feel
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Task 2
a:ﬂ Vocabulary

obscure /ab'skjua(r)/ adj. A~ &I repudiate /ri'pjuzdrert/ v. {3 &

downsize /'davnsaiz/ v. 4§/ anthropologist /,&nfra'poladzist/ n. A
conspiratorial /kan,spira‘ta:rial/ adj. KK

PH A conjecture /kan'dzekt fa(r)/ n. #EMI,
realign /,riza'lain/ v. TR & i 1l

unsavory /,an'servary/ adj. % AR hypothesis /har'pobisis/ . (i, A

*®) Cultural Notes
GAO
GAO is the acronym for the Government Accountability Office. It is part of
the legislative branch of the US Congress. Established in 1921, it oversees the
receipt, disbursement and expenditure of the public fund.

@ﬂ Listening Comprehension
p> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about the film 2016: Obama’s America and answer the following

questions.

1. What is the dream that President Obama has had, according to Dinesh
D’Souza, one of the directors of the film 2016: Obama’s America?

2. What is the ideological view that has motivated Obama to do what he has
done to America?

3. What exactly is his anti-colonialism view?

4. How will the US do to correct the wrong it has done against former colonized
countries, according to the film director?
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Why is Obama’s own book important, from the film director’s viewpoint, in
the film?

In what way is Obama different from the traditional Democratic presidents
or presidential candidates, according to the film director?

Twice in the interview, both the interviewer and the interviewee mention the
word “debt” What does “debt” refer to?

Toward the end of the interview, the interviewer says, “Why not just offer a
policy critique rather than conjecture?” What does he mean?

B Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(
(

) 1. The film is a hit and has won widespread publicity.

) 2. President Obama, the first black president of the US, wants to make
America stronger than ever before.

) 3. What motivates Obama is his ideology of anti-colonialism.
) 4. Many critics have harshly criticized the film for its content and motive.

) 5. Since Obama’s father is from a former colonized country in Africa, he
wants the West and America to pay for their evil deeds.

) 6. The interviewer agrees with the film director that Obama tries to hide
his past.

) 7. David Walker, who was interviewed in the film, told the interviewer

that he was misrepresented in the film.

) 8. The film director emphasizes that the film is made based on an
ideological hypothesis that derives from Obama’s own writing,
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% Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
L. Answer the following questions concerning the main idea, the tone and the inferential

meanings based on your understanding of the interview.

1. What main idea does the film try to convey to its audience?

2. What is the tone of the interviewer throughout the interview?

3. What does the interviewer try to show when he cites the responses from
certain individuals who appear in the film?

II. Paraphrase the following sentences with regard to their inferential meanings.

1. Obama wants to realign America in the world.

2. But Obama has never repudiated his book.

3. Why not just offer a policy critique rather than conjecture, and in many cases
in this film, conspiracy?

4. This is a matter of having an ideological hypothesis that comes right out of
Obama’s book.
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UNIT

J] Vocabulary

reinstate / rizin'stert/ v. &= deter /di'tax(r)/ v. PHIE, 1R

execution /,eks1'kju:fon/ n. LI homicide /'homisard/ n. 55 A\

electrocution /1 lektra'kjuifon/ n. il  deterrence /di'terans/ n. i 1%
THAb%E

®) Cultural Notes

Death Penalty Information Center
Death Penalty Information Center is a nonprofit organization founded in 1990
in the US. The center focuses its attention on the use of capital punishment or

death penalty.

Eéjﬂ Listening Comprehension
P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas S
Listen to the speech about capital punishment and answer the following questions.

1. What is the most controversial issue in criminal justice, according to the speaker?

2. In what way is the US unique with regard to capital punishment?

3. What are the two methods commonly used to carry out the execution?

4. What is the first argument the speaker presents against the use of capital
punishment?
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5. What is his second argument?

6. What is his last argument?

» Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the speech again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. The US Supreme Court ruled in 1976 that capital punishment was
unconstitutional.

() 2. There have been more than 600 people executed since 1976.

() 3. The speaker is an enthusiastic supporter of death penalty.

() 4. The speaker believes that a decision of sentencing someone to death
should not be made by a state.

Task 1
{ﬂ Vocabulary
underwrite / anda'rart/ v. 40+ - {9 ¥ FH

ﬂ Listening Comprehension
p> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the news about Wells Fargo and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) for each of
the following statements.
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. Why was Wells Fargo sued?

(a) Because it has been involved in money laundry.

(b) Because it has evaded taxes.

(c) Because it approved millions of dollars in bad housing loans.

. For what did Wells Fargo make the loans to people?

(a) Mortgages.

(b) House improvement.

(c) Children’s tuition.

. What was the bank supposed to do, but didn’t do, according to the US

Attorney’s office?

(a) The bank was supposed to make sure that borrowers were financially
capable of paying the loans back.

(b) Wells Fargo should have checked the background of those temporary
workers hired to process the loans.

(c) The bank should have gotten the approval from the US Attorney’s office
before it issued any loans.

. The bank hired many temporary workers to process the loans. What did that
practice have anything to do with the bad loans?

(a) These workers were not qualified for underwriting the loans.

(b) It was illegal for temporarily hired personnel to underwrite loans.

(c) The more loans they processed, the more commissions they got.

. Wells Fargo is a private bank. Why did the government sue a private bank for

its wrong doing?

(a) The bank had been insured by the government agency, which guaranteed
the mortgage loans underwritten by the bank.

(b) The government is the ultimate owner of all banks.

(c) The bank had been involved in some illegal activities with foreign
governments.

. Wells Fargo, according to the speaker, was the second large US bank to be
sued by the US government. What was the first one?

(a) Bank of America.

(b) Citibank.

(c) JPMorgan Chase.

. How did Wells Fargo respond to the lawsuit?

(a) Itwould comply with all the government regulations and would pay the penalty.

(b) It had done nothing wrong and would contest the charges.
(c) It would never hire unqualified workers to process loans.
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P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning Wells Fargo.

5

. US officials said that Wells Fargo

. The bank was supposed

sued o - . The US
Attorney’s office in New York alleges that Wells Fargo

Wells Fargo has become B to be

_ during 7t§

10-year period

. The suit says that bank was supposed to make sure

it issued. But it says

in some months allegedly -
. Part of the problem, the suit says, is that the bank

and

the number of loans the employees processed.

lending. But the suit says even when concerns were raised, internally, Wells
Fargo until it was too late. The suit

seeks 7 on behalf

of the federal agencygat

Task 2

{ ]| Vocabulary

expiration / ekspi'reifon/ n. 41 bluff /blaf/ n. Mg
liquidate /'ikwidert/ v. A% 32 preservative /pri'za:vativ/ n. 55 J& #il
miscalculate / mis'kaelkjolert/ v. J|H; marshmallow /'ma:f malov/ n. 1L 4

HiR

[] Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about Twinkie and answer the following questions.

1. What is Twinkie?
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What is happening to Twinkie right now?

What has triggered the strike waged by Twinkie employees?

Why did one of the unions reject the new contract and stage a strike?

When the speaker mentions the deadlock between the employer and the
workers on strike, he says, “It became a game of chicken” What does he
mean by that?

Hostess, the owner, did give the workers on strike time to come back to work,
but they didn’t. What was the opinion of Ken Hall, a member of the union
that accepted the new contract?

Hostess says, “It’s letting go of employees who have been with the company
for decades.” What does he mean?

What is the main reason for the death of Twinkie, according to Adam Hamf,
a brand strategist?

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

) 1. Twinkie, a brand name that has been on the market for over a century,
is going out of business.

) 2. Twinkie was created in the 1930s.

) 3. The company has gotten whole-hearted supports from its employees,
who gather outside the company’s office to show their solidarity.

) 4. Some of the union members complained that the union leaders
miscalculated the situation at the workers” expenses.

) 5. Twinkie lacked innovation in products, flavors and marketing.
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Task 1

| Vocabulary

71

iconic /ar'konik/ adj. b PERY craft /krazft/ v. f5 5
authenticity /,o:0en'tisat/ n. EL5EME virtuoso /vaitju'avsaw/ n. ZAZAK
racetrack /'rerstrak/ n. i karma /'kaima/ n. I RARBE, [H%k
brakeman /'bretkmoan/ n. il Zh 7%

iz T

% Cultural Notes

1. The Beat Generation
The Beat Generation is a play written by Jack Kerouac. But the script of the

play was initially rejected by various theater producers and the play was
virtually forgotten until it was re-discovered in 2004 in New Jersey. The play
received its world premiere in 2012 as part of Jack Kerouac Literary Festival in

his hometown.

!\J

Tennessee Williams

Tennessee Williams (1911-1983) was an American writer and playwright. His
best known play is titled A Streetcar Named Desire (1947) which presents a
vivid description of the life in New Orleans.

'g'ﬂ Listening Comprehension
Listen to the report about Kerouac’s play and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) for each

of the following statements.

1. Which of the following is a true statement about the American writer Jack
Kerouac?
(a) He wrote only one play throughout his literary career.
(b) He was a prolific writer with many dramas.
(c) The Beat Generation was a hit when it was first put on stage in 1957.
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. Why does Charles Towers, the artistic director, say, "It (The Beat Generation)
needs to be done in Lowell before it’s done anywhere else?”

(a) Lowell, Massachusetts, is the birthplace of Kerouac.

(b) Kerouac once mentioned that the play must be performed in Lowell first.
(c) Only people at Lowell can appreciate the drama.

. Which of the following statements is true of the playwright—Jack Kerouac?
(a) Kerouac is first and foremost a playwright.

(b) Kerouac only pretended to be a playwright, but never was one.

(c) Kerouac once insisted that he be a playwright first before anything else.

. What did Sterling Lord, Kerouac’s longtime literary agent, think of the play

when it was out in the 1950s?

(a) Lord believed that the play would be a hit.

(b) Lord believed that time was not right for the play to be put on stage in
the 1950s.

(c) Lord did not see anything new in the play.

. What was Lord thinking when he read it again in 2004?

(a) He dismissed it again for its lack of authenticity.

(b) He believed that it was an exciting play.

(c) He put it very deeply into the files again.

. What is the first scene of the play?

(a) Two guys are raising glasses of wine early in the morning.

(b) Two black men are arguing about what to do in the morning.
(c) Two white guys are fighting.

. What is the play basically about, according to the speaker?

(a) Itis about a romance between a man and a woman.

(b) It is about the brotherhood of a bunch of guys.

(c) Itis about a group of idealistic teenagers in pursuit of their respective goals.

. What does Charles Towers think of The Beat Generation?

(a) It’s a play without much of plot.

(b) It’s a play with great passions and emotional trauma.

(c) It’s a play with sophisticated plot and dramatic twist.

. What message did Kerouac want to convey to the audience, according to Paul
Marion, a Kerouac scholar?

(a) He wanted to document the life of the 1950s.

(b) He wanted to show the life of New Yorkers in the 1950s.

(c) He wanted to demonstrate the heart and soul of jazz music.
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Task 2
*:ﬂ Vocabulary

cemetery /'semitart/ n. b
flapper /'flaepa(r)/ n. %Pk &1
emblem /'emblom/ n. RAE
nightingale /'nartinge1l/ n. %7
drowse /dravz/ v. & & #k i
hemlock /*hemlok/ n. #:24
opiate /‘auprat/ n. F - ill
Riviera / rivi'eara/ B4R
(P R 7 b v g — 3 X))
asphalt /"zsfelt/ n. 7, il
hearse /ha:s/ n. R
amber /'@mba(r)/ n. 581, JEHIA

[N

granite /'greenit/ n. £ &

) Cultural Notes

1. The Jazz Age

headstone /'hedstoun/ n. ZLfi%

shuttle /' [atl/ v. ZEE IR

sanitarium /,sen1'teartom/ n. 77 7P

inter /in'ta:(r)/ v. HEZE

eerily /'torilt/ adv. RIERD, 2y S Hb

involuntarily /in'volantarili/ adv. JC.0»
Ho, AHRHD

Protestant /'protistant/ adj. Fi#H,
B AER

musketeer / maski'tia(r)/ n. £I1%, KieT

dashing /'dee[w)/ adj. W 52110, TERARY

snuggle /'snagl/ v. fffit

asylum /a'sailomy/ n. F5IHEET

The Jazz Age was a cultural feature in the 1920s in the US. Jazz music was

initially accredited to African Americans in the US in such places as New York

and Chicago. It was later expanded and accepted by the middle-class whites in

the US to become an important part of the popular culture.

2. John Keats

John Keats (1795—-1821) was an English poet. He was one of the six major

poets of what is commonly known as the Romantic Movement in literary
history, along with Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron and Shelley.

[] Listening Comprehension

p- Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about F. Scott Fitzgerald and answer the following questions.

1. What is the Dead Stop, according to the speaker?
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2. What did Scott Fitzgerald symbolize, according to the speaker?

3. What kind of stories, according to the speaker, did Fitzgerald write about?

4. Where was Fitzgerald buried?

5. When the speaker and a Fitzgerald scholar arrived at the cemetery called
Pumphreys, what did they see in front of his tombstone?

6. What are the two things that Professor Corrigan said she always found at
the gravesite of Fitzgerald every time she went there?

7. Why did the English professor say that the bottles of alcohol were ironic?

8. Why didn’t the church official allow Fitzgerald to be buried at the cemetery
initially?

9. What did his funeral look like?

10. Where did Fitzgerald say he belonged?

11. What is the epitaph on the headstone for both Fitzgerald and his wife?

b Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning F. Scott Fitzgerald.

1. A gray hearse is pulling out. The sign

That’s o that handled Scott Fitzgerald’s
burial, . He left behind and

- , as well as . We’ve
come here today with writer Maureen Corrigan. She’s also a professor of
literature at o 7 » and she’s working on a book
about how B . Corrigan stops by
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Fitzgerald’s grave often; ) _ - . And
on this late summer day, it’s clear ~ have been here

recently, too.
2. The liquor is ironic. Fitzgerald’s health . —
- . He died B while 5

writing screenplays By then his w1fe, Zelda, -
for years . She couldn’t come

. But she agreed to have her husband’s body

—next to his father, in

3. A little before three, the Lutheran minister arrived from Fleshing, and I began
, for other cars. So did

. And as the time passed, and

and stood waiting in the hall, ;

and he spoke of the rain way. The minister

his watch, so I took him aside and

. But it wasn’t any use;

€\, Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1. He became an emblem of the era, living out many of its excesses.

2. So Fitzgerald was interred at a different cemetery nearby, after a hasty service
a guest described as one of life’s grim jokes.

3. It was raining. There were about 25 people, so he got more than Gatsby.

4. So when you read Gatsby’s burial description, you really do get a chill
because it almost seems to anticipate what would happen to the author.

5. Iread that last line as a challenge to Americans.




{]| Vocabulary

periodically /,prort'ndikali/ adv. 5] filter /'filta(r)/ v. B A, 122 {% I

b, JEHAM:Hb texture /'tekst [a(r)/ n. Jitih
computerize /kom'pjurtaraiz/ v. FHL decoration /,deka'reifon/ n. HE T

R b F décor /'detko:(r)/ n. FEi
microprocessor /,markrav'pravsesa(r)/  sophisticated /sa'fistikertid/ adj. & 7%

n. (AL PR g% 19, FEEHY

ﬂ Listening Comprehension
B> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about fashions and answer the following questions.

1. What is the topic of the lecture?

2. Why does the lecturer say that it is very difficult for the designers to predict
the fashions in the future?

3. What are the two things that the lecturer mentions that have impacts on
fashions? ‘

4. What are the two features that influence the fashions in the year 20007

5. According to the lecturer, what would be the dominant feature for the fashions
of 20107
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6. Why does the lecturer say that some people may not like the idea of clothes
changing color with the mood change of the wearers?

7. In terms of the change of fashions, what is the one prediction that the lecturer
makes at the end?

- Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the jollowmg passages concerning fashion.

1. Our guesses are usually based on such things as, uh, the

and  ,aswell as the fact that
. Asweall know, things
~_only for a number of

years. For mstance,

at regular intervals, doesn’t it? Classmal styles, on the other hand, are
influenced . Theytend

to - for long periods of time, but even the
_in the year 2000.

classics may

2. For example, in order to help protect us against weather extremes, some
, or controlled by

, SO that the wearer

to suit the weather conditions, perhaps with

pack. I suppose this idea is something

—when it’s cold you ,
when it’s hot you - . In this type of clothing,
the belt would have controls that would let the wearer

~—energy from the sun—that would

. This would help control temperature.

3. As for the year 2010, many designers imagine that clothes

to suit the

—for example, they would B , or

, or maybe they would

_. It may also be possible for clothes

the way a person feels. In other words, your shirt

for instance, if you feel angry, or your dress if you
feel happy. Of course, the simplest way to do this is by making the clothing
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Task 1

£ ¥
{]] Vocabulary

overshadow /,auva'[aedav/ v. &5+ roster /'rosta(r)/ n. {& £t

% FFARC hefty /'hefti/ adj. #1224 K1)
conglomerate /kan'glomorat/ n. {ll sheer /[1a(r)/ adj. £ %1
consolidate /kan'solidert/ v. &3 merger /'ma:dza(r)/ n. (L %ERY)
slouch /slavt [/ n. JCHE A3

) Cultural Notes

1. Random House
Random House is a publishing company founded in 1927 by two Americans:
Bennett Cerf and Donald Klopfer. It is one of the largest book publishers in
the world, owned by the German private corporation Bertelsmann. It merged

with Penguin in 2013 as a new joint venture Penguin Random House.

2. Penguin
Penguin is a publishing company founded in 1935 by Allen Lane in Britain.
Since its inception, the company revolutionized publishing by selling high
quality books in inexpensive paperbacks to reach much larger readership. In

2013, Penguin merged with Random House.

3. MacArthur Genius Grant
MacArthur Genius Grant is a prize awarded typically to between 20 and 25
individuals of the US for their innovative and creative works in any field. The
award is rendered by John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation based
in Chicago. Both the nomination of the candidates and the eventual selection
of winners are anonymous.

4, Pearson
Pearson is a British publishing company founded in 1844. It is now one of
the world’s largest publishing education companies with its headquarters in
London.
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%U Listening Comprehension
> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about the merger and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete

each of the following statements.

1. What are the two publishing companies that will merge?

2. What will be the name of the newly merged company?

3. What will the newly merged company find easier to deal with?

4. What problem will the newly merged company face?

5. What does James McQuivey from Forrester Research say about the merger?

6. What does Marjorie Scardino, the CEO of Pearson which owns Penguin, say
about the merger?

p» Step 2: Listen for Details _

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Random House is the biggest publisher in the US.

() 2. Stuart Applebaum, a spokesman for Random House, refused to make a
comment as for how much the newly merged company is worth.

() 3. The new company will stop printing traditional paperback books.

() 4. People begin to worry about the possible monopoly of the newly
merged company simply because of its sheer size.

() 5. James McQuivey from Forrester Research says that such merger as that
of Random House and Penguin is very common.
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Task 2

§] Vocabulary
bankruptcy /'benpkraptsi/ n. it /™ inefficient /,1in1'f1font/ adj. JTCRUZERHY
grant /gramnt/ n.  (ERF) M4 cede /sizd/ v. itFE, ikY
component /kam'pavnant/ n. Z={f: reiterate /riz'itareit/ v. i H

B

@U Listening Comprehension
> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas . o -
Listen to the report about the allegedly wrong investment by the US government and

choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each of the following statements.

1. The controversy over A123 System, the company that manufactures electric
car batteries, is that
(a) having received hundreds of millions of dollars in government support,
the company went broke
(b) the company filed for bankruptcy because it had embezzled the fund
from the government
(¢) the company has made large profits by illegal means

2. The government’s attitude toward the company is that
(a) the US government seriously questions the causes of its failure
(b) it has gotten the endorsement of both Obama and Bush administrations
(¢) the US government was suspicious of the success of the company from
the very beginning

3. When the government provided funding for the company, it intended to

(a) encourage the company to develop new energy
(b) give the company incentive to compete with foreign carmakers
(c) keep manufacturing electric vehicle components in the US
4. The company failed because
(a) the auto market had been slow due to the slow economic recovery

(b) the development of electric cars had been slower than expected
(c) no one wanted electric cars anymore
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The bankruptcy of A123 System has quickly become a political issue because

opponents of Obama, the Republicans,

(a) oppose any government investment in private companies

(b) blame Obama administration for leading the national industry into a
wrong direction

(c) accuse Obama administration of wasting taxpayers’ money

Meanwhile, the Obama administration rebuts the Republicans’ charge by
saying that :

(a) the investment got the supports from both Democrats and Republicans
(b) Republicans tried to use the example for their political gain

(c) electric vehicle is only in its experimental phase, so failure is common

Speaking on CNN, Stephanie Cutter, the deputy campaign manager for

Obama, says that .

(a) the worst thing that a government should do is to do nothing

(b) Obama administration has done everything possible to save the company

(c) it is wrong for the Republicans to use the failure of the company to gain
political advantage

According to Cutter, the central issue of such investment by the government
is .

(a) whether the US should take the lead in experimenting new technology
(b) whether the US should cede the new energy industries to foreign countries
(c) whether the Republicans should look at their own failed investments

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

(

(

(

) 1. The company was once a model of government investment because it
was considered a newly emerging industry.

) 2. The company got the endorsement from the Bush administration but
the Obama administration opposed it.

) 3. The company failed because the technology for electric vehicles was
only at the experimental stage.

) 4. James Pethokoukis from the American Enterprise Institute says that

government should not get involved in the business of how a company
should operate.
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() 5. Using the failure of the company as an example, Republicans accused
the Obama administration of wasting taxpayers’ money.

() 6. The Obama administration rebuts the Republicans’ accusation by
saying the company has kept open because it has been bought by
another company.

Task 1

{ ] Vocabulary

regularity /regju'leraty/ n. i Grpk moccasin /'mokasin/ n. R FEE

mascot /'maskat/ n. & FE4Y outrageous /avt'rerd3as/ adj. 5t

smallpox /'smoa:lpoks/ n. KAE ISS L)

squaw /skwo:/ n. JLEEIFE & N exoticize /1g'zotisarz/ v. {i i} 15 254

(I ELISE) predominantly /pri'dominantli/ adv.

sensitize /'sensitaiz/ v. {§f ffg /e F- 2t

alienate /'erljonert/ v. {di perpetrate /'pa:pitrert/ v. JL9E, {EIE

beholden /br'havldon/ adj. (& i), 3¢  objectification /ab,dzektifi'keifon/ n.
B Hkft

ardent /'axdont/ adj. &Y hokey /'hauki/ adj. &R, (Hi&iy

faux /fou/ adj. (R chord /ko:d/ n. J0>3%

affront /o'frant/ n. HE 53R discontent /,diskan'tent/ n. A~iik

benign /br'nam/ adj. 3 R Y dimension /di'menfan/ n. 751, sy
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y) Cultural Notes

1. Ojibwas
Ojibwas are one of the largest groups of Native Americans commonly referred

to as American Indians. They are mainly populated in Canada with their own

language and culture.

.h)

The National Football League

The National Football League, or NFL for short, is a professional American
football organization with 32 professional teams. The football season runs
for 17 weeks as regular season and one month in January for playoffs. The
championship game of NFL known as “The Super Bowl” is one of the biggest
events in the US.

3. No Doubt

No Doubt is a rock music band formed in 1986 in Anaheim, California. Its

music features punk rock and pop rock.

@n Listening Comprehension
P Step 1:Listern for Main Ideas .
Listen to the interview about Native Indians (part 1) and answer the following questions.

1. What is the focal point of the interview?

2. What would be the ideal world, according to Professor Treuer, with regard to
the relationship of people from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds?

3. For what purpose does the professor use the example of sports mascot?

4. Why does the professor mention that it would be unthinkable for any sports
team to be named “Negros”?

5. What is the opinion of the professor toward the clothing of the No Doubt video?

6. In what way are the sexual crimes directed at Native Indian women different
from the sexual crimes toward women of other races?
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P Step 2: Listen for Details 4
Fill in the missing details in the followmg passages concerning the 1mpact of US pop

culture upon Native Indians.

1. I'll just maybe use a personal example . This past
spring, there was a game between the UMD Bulldogs and the Fighting Sioux
, the UMD Bulldog

fans, who were chanting, - and

. And, if you could
_to that experience,

and, at the game, it was

of my childrf.;ni_ -

if it’s not _, kind environment, why should anyone

2. All I can do is speak for myself .
So you’ll find __out there. At the same

time that you may find

with it or are even with a native mascot. I
think you’ll find many more who and would like
to - . You know, we don’t have teams named

_ and you can just imagine, you know, if

you had a team named ;

what the reaction would be among the black population in America. It would
be

3. The No Doubt video was—I mean

At the same time, they a lot of people For

example, you know, you could imagine

_if there, you know, was some deplctlon of

inaway ... S0

___of native women even in a, you know,
like the No Doubt video, you know,
among a lot of native people who really deal

with of the issue on a regular basis.
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Task 2

i ]| Vocabulary

bogeyman /'bavgiman/ n. 7] 1 A assassin /a'sesin/ n. 535
romanticize /roo'meentisarz/ v. ({4t creed /krixd/ n. (8§45, X
denigrate /'denigrert/ v, {[£5% presumably /pr1'zju:mabli/ adv. KHE

underrepresented /'anda,repri'zentid/ adj.  quip /kwip/ n. {f B ik

N W a0 endorsement /in'dorsmant/ n. I\ B]

[] Listening Comprehension

Listen to the interview about Native Indians (part 2) and answer the following questions.

1.

What is the opinion of the interviewer regarding the traditional Western
movies produced by Hollywood?

What efforts, in the view of the interviewer, have movie producers made in
recent years in the depiction of Native Indians?

. What is the initial reaction of the professor toward the movie Dances with

Wolves?

What is the professor’s eventual judgment of the movie?

. What, in particular, does the professor object to the images in Dances with Wolves?

Why did Alex Hutchinson, the designer of the video game, choose a Native
Indian as the game’s protagonist?

What is the initial reaction of the professor’s children toward the video game?

. What is the professor’s view on the video game?




UNIT 10

Q{) Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
I. The questions in this exercise are based on the two parts of the interview. Answer the following

questions concerning the main idea of the whole interview and the tone of the interviewee.

1. What is the main idea of the interview?

2. What is the general tone of the professor who is interviewed?

3. What are the most frequently used transitional words in his argument?

4, What does the professor try to achieve by using these transitional words?

I1. Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1. On the one hand, we don’t need the whole world to walk around on eggshells.

2. I can understand that there is a little bit of political incorrectness that should be
tolerated, even supported in a free society like this.

3. We have actually succeeded in doing away with, you know, things like segregated
water fountains in the South and so forth, and we look back at that point in history
and we think, how could anyone have ever tolerated that? And, someday, we’ll
probably get there on mascots, too, but it’s not an immediate transfer.

4. So the sexual objectification of native women even in a, you know, hokey
representation like the No Doubt video, you know, strike a chord of discontent
among a lot of native people.

5. Things that were going on in the movie (Dances with Wolves) that, you know; left
people with either romanticized or, you know, denigrated stereotypes of native people.

6. And I was watching and a couple of my older kids were watching when the ad (of
the video game) came out. And their first reaction was: Cool, there’s an Indian
who’s kicking everybody’s butt.
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UNIT

\

{]| Vocabulary

megacity /'mega,siti/ n. BB ER T 2, [RE Y
skyscraper /'skai,skreipa(r)/ n. FEER K migrant /'maigront/ n. 5%
sprawl /sprozl/ n. (BETHAY) EHHRIP R slum /slam/ n PR E
homogeneous / homau'dziinias/ adj. [EFf  ghetto /'getov/ n. FECIX.

* Cultural Notes

1. Taipei 101 Tower
Taipei 101 Tower is a skyscraper located in the city of Taipei. It was the tallest

building in the world from 2004 to 2010 before the Burj Khalifa in Dubai opened.

2. Concentric Zone Model
The Concentric Zone Model is a model designed by Ernest Burgess, a

sociologist, for urban development. Also known as the Burgess Model, the

model was applied to Chicago with multiple nuclei circles, including the

following circles from the most inner one to the outer ones:

Central Business District (CBD)

Zone of transition of mixed residential and commercial users
Inner city for working men’s home

Zone for middle-class homes

Commuters zone

3. Sector Model
The Sector Model was an urban design model developed by Homer Hoyt. Like

the Concentric Zone Model, it also has a Central Business District in the heart

of the city with industries, business and residential areas being divided into

different sectors, hence the Sector Model.
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4. Multiple Nuclei Model
The Multiple Nuclei Model is an urban design model developed by Chauncy
Harris and Edward Ullman in 1945. Like the Concentric Zone Model, this model
also has a CBD zone in the center of the city, but it also has several smaller CBD

zones in various outskirts of the city.

5. Osaka-Kobe-Kyoto
Osaka-Kobe-Kyoto, also known as Keihanshin, is a Japanese metropolitan
area consisting of several large urban cities. In Japan, the large urban areas are
called Major Metropolitan Area or MMA. If several MMAs are close enough
to have overlapping outlying areas, they are combined into a single multi-core

area. Osaka-Kobe-Kyoto is such an area.

@ﬂ Listening Comprehension

B Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about the changes of cities and answer the following questions.

1.

What are the three key changes the lecturer mentions in the lecture?

. What does the lecturer say about the change of the size of the cities?

. In what way do the cities change their shapes?

. What does the lecturer say about the third change?

What are the characteristics of the smaller communities that the lecturer
talks about?

What potential problems will future cities face, according to the lecturer?

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the changes of cities.

18

First of all, they’re getting bigger and bigger. For the first time in history,
there will soon be than in
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. Think about that for a minute. Most cities are

bigger now than ever before. Tokyo, Mexico, Bombay, Sao Paulo are
, and each of these cities

will soon have - . In 1950,

New York City was the only city with -

For the first time in the history of society, we now have many cities with

- —what we call

2. Cities are not just getting bigger: they’re . They’re
, because land is

~.Soinstead of having

~___on a piece of land,

we can have ~_that a thousand people can live in.

All of you can probably thinkof - that

have been torn down to

have become

3. The third change is that our cities are

, often by of income level. Of course, many cities
do have - ~or ~_, but a city is not
- . For example, often want

to live in their own communities or with people

Task 1

T <
i || Vocabulary

boost /bu:st/ n. {£iF, HEdkE Appalachian / zpa'leit fjon/ adj. ] (2,
stockpile /'stokparl/ v. fi ¢, I 4F PR LA

110



UNIT 11

B Listening Comprehension

) Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about sending coal to India and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) for

each of the following questions.

1.

What has happened to the US coal industry lately?

(a) Itisabout to go bankrupt.

(b) It has made very little profits.

(c) Itis getting a boost.

Who are the two parties involved in the deal signed yesterday?

(a) A coal company in Kentucky and a coal company from West Virginia.

(b) An Indian coal group and several groups from Kentucky and West
Virginia.

(c) Several coal groups from India.

What is NOT the reason for the decreased production and layoffs of the coal

industry in the US?

(a) The fierce competition from foreign companies.

(b) Record-low prices for gas.

(c) A warm winter.

Why did India import coal from the US?

(a) To boost the economic cooperation between the two countries.

(b) There was a huge demand for coal in India since the country had a
record blackout.

(c) To help the US recover from the economic slowdown.

. Which of the following statements is true?

(a) This is the first time that US has ever sent coal to India.

(b) Coal from the US has been sent to India before.

(c) US has not exported coal to any foreign country since it is an important
part of strategic energy.

Which of the following is NOT what James Stevenson, an energy analyst,

says in terms of the deal?

(a) The deal will help the coal industry make up some of the loss of the
market share in the past decade.

(b) The deal will pave the way for more similar deals.

(c) The deal will hurt the US coal industry.
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P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() L
()2
()3
() 4.
()5
()6
()7
Task 2

The deal signed by the two sides is worth seven million dollars.
India will import nine million tons of coal from the US in the next 25 years.

There has been decreased production of coal in the US because of
environmental regulations.

During the blackout in India lately, one million people were without
power for more than a day.

The coal which will be exported to India is from Appalachian Mountains.

According to James Stevenson, an energy analyst, the Appalachian coal
producers have lost about 50 million tons of production lately.

Stevenson predicts that the deal will pave the way to more cooperation
between Appalachian coal producers and India.

{ [ Vocabulary

electoral /1'lektoral/ adj. %419 advocacy /'&dvakast/ n. $£18, Fyk
buggy /'bagy/ n. %= bar /bax(r)/ v. PHL1E

to-do /ta'du:/ n. FF [ turnout /'tanavt/ n. Fl|&#

hoopla /'huzplay/ n. # JESLAY, e chronically /'kronikali/ adv. - b
census /'sensas/ n. A sexy /'sekst/ adj. <F1iE> R N0
poll /pavl/ n. £ =4 arcane /a:'kein/ adj. fif4RY

B Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about American Election Day and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢)
to complete each of the following statements.

1. At the very beginning of the conversation, the speaker says that the reason
why Americans vote on Tuesday is
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(a) not very clear
(b) a part of the US Constitution

(c) a mistake

. According to Don Ritchie, a US Senate historian, US election in the early

19th century was

(a) a mess

(b) well organized

(c) not fair

. Ritchie’s comment about the lack of details in the Constitution about

election “leaving states to set their own voting dates, which meant several

decades of electoral chaos” means .

(a) each state chose its own date for voting, which created a mess in
counting electoral votes for decades

(b) all states could choose their own ways of voting, and for decades, there
was no national regularity

(c) the federal government let each state choose its own voting date so there
would be no chaos

. Tuesday was chosen as the Election Day in the US NOT because

(a) if Monday were chosen, voters had to travel to the voting polls on
Sunday, a day of rest

(b) Wednesday was a market day for most of the farmers

(c) Tuesday was a legal holiday

. According to Steve Israel, the Congressman from New York, in today’s

world,

(a) Tuesday is not a convenient day for a lot of people

(b) most voters want to keep Tuesday as the Election Day because it is a part
of the country’s history

(c) overwhelming majority of the voters oppose setting the Election Day on
Tuesday

. According to both Steve Israel and Don Ritchie, to change the Election Day
from Tuesday is not easy because

(a) the US is a very traditional country and people are used to adhering to
the tradition

(b) voters set their calendars to the date

(c) people in general hate change
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. Soboroff and Congressman Israel say

W Step 2: Listen for Details TR, .
Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the Election Day in the US.

1. So finally in 1845, Congress passed a law, which set the Tuesday after

. If it were Monday, they

reasoned, people would have to on Sunday,

traditionally 7 . Andin .

Wednesday was out because . In the 1840s,

elections were B .Therewas | There were

parades. Whole families from the farms. People

would get

. Well, that may have made sense in 1845, but ~~ has moved on.

have moved on. And so should move on and

~ to vote. Now that there are or

_, Democratic congressman Steve Israel of New York says

Tuesday no longer works. It isn’t for a lot

of folks. When the Census __people about why they don’t

vote, one in four people says _or don’t
allow them

They sayitkeeps . But moving
Election Day from Tuesday . We're

- and that in a lot
of ways. Historian Don Ritchie says people can B ;
they can , they’re . And though Congressman
Israel ~ and _ to move voting

to the weekend, it keeps
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Task 1

m Vocabulary

incubator /'ipkjuberta(r)/ n. T #¥ contaminant /kan't@minant/ n, {5 4k
bacteria /baek'traria/ n. R trait /trert/ n. 5k, FFAE

flask /fla:sk/ n. %30 exquisite /'ekskwizit/ adj. f{ibi
streak /strizk/ v. 2R 4R €L conflate /kan'flert/ v. &3, B4
mutation /mjuz'teifan/ n. ZEA% inherit /in'herrt/ v. 4kK

=n 5 . . _
E}ﬂ Listening Comprehension
Listen to the interview about scientific experiments (part 1) and choose the best answer (a,

b, or c) to complete each of the following statements.

1. Scientific experiments are usually designed, according to the interviewer,
to__ .
(a) get the answers to a question as quickly as possible
(b) take along time to get the result
(c) lead scientists to nowhere

2. At the lab of Michigan State University in East Lansing, an experiment which
started long ago must go through
(a) acloser examination by the scientists three times a month
(b) abrief and tedious process every day
(c) achore of changing the water in a tube every day

3. Professor Richard Lenski started the experiment

(a) fifty years ago
(b) about a quarter of a century ago

(c) afew years ago
4. Lenski says, “When I started this experiment, I didn’t need reading glasses.

And now, looking at things close-up is obviously more work than it used to
be” That means
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10.

(a) he must pay close attention to the changes of the bacteria
(b) the experiment is tedious and time-consuming

(c) he is getting old

Professor Lenski is different from other scientists in that

(a) he is looking forward in time

(b) his experiment is slow and tedious

(c) heis not keenly interested in this experiment

When Professor Lenski told his colleagues that he inclined to stop the
experiment, they

(a) unanimously agreed that the experiment was too slow and should be stopped
(b) urged him to carry on

(c) had different opinions on whether he should stop the experiment or not

. To some extent, this experiment, according to Professor Lenski, is unique

because

(a) it affords an opportunity for scientists to study how evolution works in
great details

(b) itis longer than any scientific experiment known to him

(¢) it will bear significant result for humans to understand our own body

It is true with regard to Professor Lenski and his experiment that

(a) he won’t be able to see its result during his lifetime
(b) he will be best remembered for conducting this experiment when he is gone
(c) he will regret that he ever started this experiment

. Professor Lenski says, “You really just come to grips with the vast span of

time that is available. And we only get to occupy a tiny portion of it” He

means

(a) scientific experiments are too long and too tedious for the short life of
a scientist

(b) there is so much that we do not know

(c) man is so tiny compared with time

According to Professor Lenski, the experiment he is in charge of will

(a) stop when he retires because no one is willing to take it over

(b) continue with younger generation of scientists taking over
(c) continue for another 30 years and then stop



Task 2
{n Vocabulary

botanist /'botanist/ n. FL4Y)F 5K
viable /'varabl/ adj. FefF-ii 1Y
species /'spizfizz/ n. ¥yfP, FpA
stash /staf/ v. I

caretaker /'kea teika(r)/ n. R A

B Listening Comprehension

P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

UNIT 11

viability /,vara'biloti/ n. = {FHE D
sprout /spravt/ v. B, KZF
germinate /'d3zmmmert/ v. &2, 4K
specimen /'spestmin/ n. FrAs, FEA
outlive / avt'liv/ v, [l HEREA

Listen to the interview about scientific experiments (part 2) and answer the following

questions.

1. When did the experiment Frank Telewski is currently taking charge of start?

2. Why are the bottles that contain seeds called Beal bottles?

3. For what purpose has this experiment been conducted?

4. What was the original plan for the experiment?

5. What did the timeline for the experiment mean to Professor Beal when he

first started?

6. How many bottles did Professor Beal open before he retired?

7. How about the rest of the bottles?

8. What is the next bottle scheduled to be opened?
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b Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning scientific experiments.

1.

SoBealput 7 from -
~ into 20 bottlesand - . The original
plan was to - 7 7 and see what would grow.
Clearly, burying 20 bottles and |
the plan was - ~ Professor Beal’s , let alone
Professor Beal’s -
It was to, you know, to think back that, you know, -
- - - - - ~ ? You know, it was
~ and thatwas . For me that holds
~, that holds , charm. ... The
- - remain scientifically
interesting. Only - ~ sprouted from the last Beal bottle.
Telewski can’t wait to
. Telewski says this kind of is , but in
another way, the whole of science is - . Every
time a researcher records or

in a museum, they make it possible for

of the future to pick up where

@% Listening Skills: Practice Exercise

Paraphrase the following sentences taken from the two-part interview.

1.

When I started this experiment, I didn’t need reading glasses. And now,
looking at things close-up is obviously more work than it used to be.

Or would random mutations send each bottle’s population spinning off in a
different direction?

For the first decade, the bacteria in each flask mostly changed in similar
ways, then the changes started to taper off.

(Professor Lenski says that he would like to see the experiment going on for
50,000 human generations. And the interviewer made a comment.) Lenski
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won’t be around to see those numbers.

. He says people tend to conflate the universe with their own existence.

. But having children, grandchildren and so on, that kind of—you really just
come to grips with the vast span of time that is available. And we only get to

occupy a tiny portion of it.

. You know, it was Professor Beal and that was 120 years ago. For me that holds
a level of significance, that holds a level of fascination, charm.
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UNIT

f:ﬂ Vocabulary

column /'kolom/ n. 4= comic /'komik/ n. EFA{E ]

®) Cultural Notes

L.

S|

The Wall Street Journal
The Wall Street Journal is one of the major newspapers in the US. Founded

in 1889, the newspaper covers the business news in the US and around the
world. It is by now one of the largest newspapers by circulation.

Hogan’s Alley

Hogan’s Alley is one of the earliest comic strips published in the late 19th
century in the US.

Peanuts

Peanuts is a daily US comic strip which started in 1950 by Charles M. Schulz.
Charlie Brown is one of the main characters, who is portrayed as meek,
nervous and lacking self-confidence. Charlie’s pet dog Snoopy has become

one of the most famous cartoon characters in the world.

istening Comprehension

B Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen

to the lecture about comics and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each

of the following statements.

1. The most popular section of American newspapers, according to the speaker,

I

(a) front page news
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(b) classified advertisements and weather report

(c) comics

. One of the following American newspapers does NOT have comics sections
and that is .

(a) Los Angeles Times

(b) The New York Times

(¢) USA Today

. The first ever comic strip that appeared in the US newspaper in 1895 was
called

(a) Peanuts

(b) Hogan’s Alley

(c) The Adventures of Tintin

. The primary purpose of comic strips is to

(a) entertain readers

(b) educate young readers

(c) please popular readers

. Almost all the comic strips in the US newspapers appeal to the readers by
means of

(a) provocative images

(b) exaggeration

(c) humor

. The images of the comic strip characters are often
(a) unrealistic and funny-looking

(b) serious with polished looking

(c) looking ugly and realistic

. The major themes of the comic strips, according to the speaker, are

(a) moral education

(b) acquisition of new knowledge

(c) everyday things

. Impossible things may happen in comic strips such as
(a) characters landing on Mars

(b) dogs talking and thinking like humans

(c) aliens invading the Earth
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p Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning American newspaper.

1. Actually, the first comic strip in the US
appeared in a New York newspaper . The comic strip
was called . It was so popular with the readers that

~ began printing
The primary purpose was , Or we
might say . Not surprisingly, comics of
this type are called . Of course, many modern comics
. Humorous comics are often and

in terms of how they’re drawn. Actually, __in these
comics—such as Charlie Brown—are ... they don’t

. Not only are the drawings—and

—simple, but they are . The

reader is already even before reading what

the characters have to say. Children who are too young to read show us this
these comics.

. So what are in these humorous comics? Just

everyday things like , commuting to work,
, or watching television are

These common activities because of

things that the characters say. Many readers

because they have been




UNIT 12

Task 1

a] Vocabulary

embrace /im'brers/ v. ¥, IFEHLE  void /vord/ n. Z34b, Z3(H]
invoke /in'vauk/ v. FoAE, Mffd ascribe /a'skrarb/ v, §{8+-- -+ = e T

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

Listen to the report about American retailers and answer the following questions.

 F

What do American companies try to do when the Summer Olympics are
approaching?

What kind of companies are frontrunners to capitalize on the occasion?

. What other companies are also trying to take advantage of the opportunity?

Chad White from Responsys, a marketing software company, says that there
is “a little bit of a void” that the Summer Olympics can fill. What does he
mean by that?

. Why does the speaker say that linking one’s products with the London

Olympic Games can be tricky?

. What do companies do to overcome those constraints?

123



REIBITHZIE 4

124

Task 2
{[I Vocabulary

wallop /'wolap/ v. I th

pundit /'‘pandit/ n. FUR N 1
downgrade /'daungrerd/ v. {ii FAIX
menacing /'menasiy/ adj. BUHHT
columnist /'kolomnist/ n. LT FEVEF
popularize /'popjularaz/ v. {3 JZ ,

{ER KL

cinematic /,sin1'metik/ adj. HL5ZHY
blaze /bleiz/ n. [N, JeiE
installment /in'sto:lmant/ n.  (SZF1E

W) —3&
apt /&pt/ adj. if S, EEHY

% Cultural Notes

1. Federal Reserve

alarmism /2'laimizom/ n. & = 2

alarmist /a'la:must/ adj. &5 &MY,
KA/ MERY

punch /pant[/ n. H, D

precipice /'presipis/ n. £ &, i EE

precarious /pri‘kearios/ adj. N %[,
fabEi

evoke /1'vauk/ v. 5[

rumbling /'ramblig/ n. {£[H]

purview /'pa:vjui/ n. 34

zeitgeist /'zartgaist/ n. I {CIG w1,
(AW

Federal Reserve, or Fed, is the central bank of the US. Established in 1913, it
is responsible for issuing monetary policies that will maximize employment,

stabilize price and determine the interest rates.

. American Dialect Society

American Dialect Society is an association of learning which studies the
English language in North America and how American English is influenced
by various local dialects as well as other languages.

. Frankenstorm

Frankenstorm refers to Hurricane Sandy of 2012, which devastated the East
Coast of the US. The term “Frankenstorm” is a combination of “Frankenstein”,
a fictional monster, and “storm,” to indicate the devastating effects of the
storm.
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ﬁ Listening Comprehension

p> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about fiscal cliff and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete

each of the following statements.

j &

According to US politicians, the “fiscal cliff” means the combination of
budget cuts and tax increases that will take place automatically on January 1.
If that happens,

(a) the US economy will be dealt with a devastating blow

(b) the US Congress will be shut down

(c) people will pay more taxes

. Some experts say that the term “really should be downgraded to the less

menacing term fiscal slope” Here “fiscal slope” means

(a) people ought to be cautious when it happens

(b) politicians are responsible for the devastating impact on the US economy
(c) politicians are exaggerating

. According to Ben Zimmer, a linguist and a columnist from The Boston Globe,

the term fiscal cliff was first used

(a) by Ben Bernanke, the Chairman of Federal Reserve, last year

(b) several decades ago

(¢) in2012

The Dallas Morning News published an editorial in 1975 to describe the
menacing economic situation that a major US city was facing at the time. The
city was .

(a) New York City

(b) Chicago

(c) Los Angeles

. Zimmer compares the fiscal cliff to

(a) a catastrophe like the hurricane

(b) aloss of one’s foundation like an earthquake

(c) athriller like a clifthanger

In reaction to the usage of this term, some of the experts believe, according
to Zimmer,

(a) the real situation is not as severe as the politicians say

(b) the outcome will be much worse than politicians have predicted

(c) nothing serious will ever happen
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7. As alinguist, Zimmer believes that the term “fiscal cliff”
(a) will soon be forgotten by people
(b) will be an official term to be included in the dictionary
(c) may become the word of the year

> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the fiscal cliff.

1. Turn on any news program and you’re likely to hear
. Politicians have been using the term to describe

and that will take place
and could if Congress
doesn’t reach before then. Some pundits have suggested
that , that it really
to the less menacing term
2. If you think of , we certainly have a lot of images.
Thelma and Louise going out o is one
powerful image. But it actually goes back . The
original clifthangers were in like The Perils of Pauline,
where the heroine Pauline would find herself at the
end of and you’d have to tune into the next one to find
out

3. Some have said, well, it’s not really a cliff. There’s

. We can always , even if we miss
_ at the beginning of next year. Perhaps it’s just . a
But of course those terms don’t as the cliff or

, the that is evoked by
4. It certainly does. And we’re which words and phrases are

_ and which might best

of the year. Four years ago, when

>

that was the word of the year. We might be in a similar situation, where
somehow in terms of the

language we’re using.
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Task 1

ﬂ] Vocabulary

impromptu /im'promptjuz/ n. 1% rhythmic /'ridmik/ adj. i 1iZ=[7
ornament /'a:namoant/ n. BT plink /pligk/ n. T 2475
evocative /1'vokat1v/ adj. Wi -+ ffJ  subdued /sob'dju:d/ adj. ({f£55F)
laden /'lerdan/ adj. {#i#& ), FEiHHY {ICOTHY, AR
semblance /'semblons/ n. £J%%, W47  uproarious /ap'ro:rias/ adj. BEANHY,
cryptic /'kriptik/ adj. FHFAHY AL Y
% Cultural Notes
Samuel Beckett
Samuel Beckett (1906—1989) was an Irish novelist, playwright and poet. He was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1969, and he is best known for his play
Waiting for Godot.

U Listening Comprehensign
Listen to the report about Beckett in music and answer the following questions.

1. Why does the theater that produces Samuel Beckett’s plays call their
production “Sounding Beckett”?

2. What triggered the Sounding Beckett by the theater?

3. How long does Ohio Impromptu last?

4. What is the dominant feature of contemporary classical music, according to
the interviewee?
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5. Name some of the features that are included in Beckett’s plays.

What is the woman like in Footfalls, one of the three plays that were produced?

7. What does Ohio Impromptu feature?

What is the opinion of Scott Johnson, a composer, about the play when he

says “I voted with my feet and went for the language”?

9. Why does William Anderson, the music director of the plays, bring six

composers for the production of the three plays?

Task 2
{H Vocabulary

indelible /in'delabl/ adj. 7 A~ B& K
B, FrARY

indispensable / 1ndrs'pensabl/ adj.
RN 3450

unprovoked / anpra'voukt/ adj. To&k
y/sti 40}

dastardly /'deestadli/ adj. F1EH

proverbial /prau'vabial/ adj. {LLiE1E R

plausibly /'plo:zabli/ adv. {L 4 FE b

secede /s1'sizd/ v, A ----+- Hh i

outpost /‘avtpoust/ n. BIIEEL, HiIH
Heh,

beleaguered /br'lizgad/ adj. #, Hl
9, =% EEY

nonentity /non'entatt/ n, Io/E 2B\ A

outmaneuver /,astma'nutva(r)/ v. LA}
HEET, iz SR nE

contemptuous /kan'tempt juas/ adj. %
HET, SRR

upstart /'apstazt/ n. B @y A FLHIS (k

hick /hik/ n. & [FL{E

hawk /hotk/ n. JE)R

prosecute /'prosikjuzt/ v. 511, AT

retrospect /'retrauspekt/ #. [E17,, [a]J5

intriguing /m'trigin/ adj. 5 [# 2LHRAY

buck /bak/ v, ¥ 1) KA

catastrophic / kaeta'strofik/ adj. ¥k
Ed:0]

overriding /,auva'raidiy/ adj. J {8 —
b, EEN
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%) Cultural Notes

The Confederates
The Confederates refer to the Confederate States of the US during the Civil

War. Initially, seven states in the South of the US declared secession from the
US government. They started to form their own government in 1861 called the
“Confederacy.” They did so because they refused to free the black slaves. The
seven states included South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana and Texas. They were later joined by four more Southern states: Virginia,
Arkansas, Tennessee and North Carolina. The Confederates were disintegrated in
1865 after the Confederate Army surrendered.

[] Listening Comprehension
P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas
Listen to the report about leaders who have left a mark in history and choose the best

answer (a, b, or c) to complete each of the following statements.

1. What makes a leader, such as President Lincoln, different from other US
presidents? Leaders who have left a mark in history, such as President Lincoln,

(a) are those leaders who listen to the opinion of the majority before making
a decision

(b) are the leaders who are capable of uniting the people with different
opinions to come up with consensus

(c) are those who make a crucial decision against the opinion of the
overwhelming majority

2. Mukunda uses the example of President Franklin Roosevelt, who declared
war against Japan during the Second World War to show
(a) Roosevelt was courageous enough to declare war on a powerful enemy
(b) the decision made by Roosevelt was nothing unique
(c) Roosevelt made a mark in history to declare war against Japan

3. According to Mukunda, the decision made by President Lincoln in 1860,
concerning an outpost called Fort Sumter, .
(a) will go down as a turning point in the US history
(b) was a terrible mistake

(c) was nothing special since any president at the time would make the
same decision
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4.

10.

Before Lincoln made the final decision,

(a) people around him were unanimous in their opinions on what the
president should do

(b) opinions among his top advisers were sharply divided

(c) his advisors all told him to give up the outpost

The opinion of William Henry Seward was important, according to
Mukunda, because .

(a) Seward was a viable contender for the presidential position

(b) Seward was a close friend and most trusted ally of Lincoln

(c) Lincoln always listened to Seward’s opinion before he made a decision

Seward

(a) had the utmost respect for Lincoln

(b) considered Lincoln as a political upstart
(c) was ayes-man to the president

. The final decision made by Lincoln concerning the outpost was

(a) to dispatch large troops to rescue the union soldiers at the outpost
(b) to do nothing
(c) to send food to the outpost

. After the Confederate Army began to attack the outpost,

(a) the North was immediately united to fight the war

(b) the North was further divided on whether the Union Army should
launch a war against the South

(c) the danger of an all-scale war was avoided

. According to Mukunda’s theory, those leaders who made indispensable

decisions in history

(a) are usually insiders who are battle-tested and experienced

(b) are normally the ones who have not been filtered by the political system
(c) are the generals who rise through the ranks of the military

Overall, the people who make a mark in history are likely to be those who

(a) are outsiders of the established political system

(b) are experienced veterans in the political and military systems

(c) have the capacity to unite the people with different social and cultural
backgrounds
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P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

( ) 1. President Lincoln’s term of presidency was sandwiched between
President Buchanan and President Johnson.

() 2. The people who leave a mark in history are all geniuses.

() 3. William Henry Seward, the secretary of state in Lincoln’s administration,
was a strong political contender to Lincoln.

() 4. Lincoln’s decision worked because the North was instantly united after
the Confederate Army fired the first shot against the Union Army at
Fort Sumter.

() 5. All the military leaders went through the same process within the system.

() 6. According to Warren Bennis, both Washington and Lincoln were outsiders
of the established political system.

() 7. According to the theory of Mukunda, untested leaders such as Lincoln
also tend to make the worst decisions.

Q} Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
I. Answer the following questions concerning the topic, the main idea and the inferential

meanings.

1. What is the topic of the report?

2. What is the main idea of the report?

3. What kind of decisions, when we look back at them, are “indispensable calls”?

4. Why did Mukunda regard President Roosevelt’s decision to declare war on
Japan as not indispensible?
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IL. Paraphrase the following sentences.

1.

(President Roosevelt declared war on Japan after Japanese bombers destroyed
US fleets at Pearl Harbor.) To which Mukunda’s response is the proverbial:
duh.

Lincoln, who was a political nonentity, outmaneuvered Seward to win the
nomination and then the presidency.

. Seward was still contemptuous of the upstart.

The Confederates rise to the bait. They attack Fort Sumter.

. When untested people get in office and they buck the experts and march to

their own drummer, it can either work out very well or very badly.

. So if you do something that no one else in your shoes would do, sometimes

you’re Steve Jobs, but much more often you’re a disaster.

By this standard, come Election Day, Americans seem to have decided, again,
to roll the dice.
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UNIT |
—

2
Ll
L =t

Vocabulary

impart /im'pazt/ v. 550, &K prestige /pre'stiz3/ n. @, FHEE
superior /sju:'praria(r)/ adj. (L7511 amnesty /'‘emnisti/ n. FFk

%) Cultural Notes
1. Michael Jackson
Michael Jackson was an African-American pop singer, dancer, and songwriter.
He was born on August 29, 1958 in Gary, Indiana into a working-class family. At
a very young age, he demonstrated musical talents, and he joined the family band
called the Jackson 5. Jackson began his solo career in the 1970s. His fame quickly
became spectacular as some of his albums were ranked at the top of the bestseller’s
list, with some music videos for his songs credited with breaking down racial
barriers. However, his fame was also accompanied by trouble. He was accused of
abusing drugs and child molester. His untimely death in 2009 at the age of 50 was
a shocker to the world of pop music.

2. American Express
American Express is a US financial services corporation, best known for its credit

card.

B Listening Comprehension
> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas 7 _
Listen to the lecture about advertising techniques and answer the following questions.

1. What, according to the speaker, is the basis of all techniques in advertising?
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2. What are the two appeals that companies use to promote their products?

3. What is the appeal used by companies that use celebrities, e.g. Michael
Jackson, in their commercials?

4. What are the advantages of using slogans in commercials?

5. What does “UBU,” a slogan used by Reebok shoes, mean?

6. For what company is the slogan “Don’t leave home without it” used?

B> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning advertising techniques.

1. Appeal is of the ad. Now, there are
two kinds of appeals: and
. Let’s look at first. A
~ tells how or . The goal of
the advertisement is to about the product ...
what it is, how , or how . The advertisement should
leave us with the idea that that this product

Information is the important point here.

2. What about e focuses on

how a product will give us

try to influence us by for love and prestige,
or our desires to be and .
The promise is that the product will make us . OK, that’s
the major distinction— provide information and

promise personal satisfaction.

3. Now let’s look at ) . Keeping in mind the definitions
of , what kind of appeal do you think ads
with , say Michael Jackson, in them will usually use? Well, as
[’m sure you guessed, they use . They tell us that if
we use their product, we’ll be ) Michael

Jackson, or that Michael Jackson will like us for
That, friends, is
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Task 1

{ﬂ Vocabulary

retiree /r1 tara'riz/ n. IR AN 5} premium /'prizmram/ n. {36 Tt
sting /stin/ n. Jist, HHE

% Cultural Notes

Kodak

Kodak is a company that mainly produced photographic films prior to the 1990s.
Founded in the 1880s by George Eastman, the company had dominated the
photographic market for a century before the advent of digital cameras in the
1990s. In 2012, Kodak announced bankruptcy due to its financial difficulties.

[] Listening Comprehension

Listen to the news about Kodak and determine whether the following statements are true
or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. The court ruling to end retirees’ benefits will save millions of dollars
for Kodak.

() 2. Kodak has filed for bankruptcy.

() 3. The decision made by Kodak to stop offering benefits to its retirees
came as a surprise to all its former employees.

() 4. Alyce Hahn, a former Kodak employee, says that the court ruling
means that she has to pay $300 more for her healthcare each month.

() 5. The court ruling will save about 100 million dollars for Kodak for the
next year alone.

() 6. The court ruling is based on an agreement reached between Kodak and
the retiree committee that represents the interests of all Kodak retirees.

() 7. There are 56,000 more former Kodak retirees who will be affected by
the agreement.
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Task 2
{D Vocabulary

tilt /talt/ v. fEL#E, AT absolutist /'&bsaljurtist/ n. a3t #

deportation /,dizpo:'terfon/ n. Y& HEE  lopsided /'lop'sardid/ adj. —i f#If)

embolden /im'bauldon/ v. Z5 -+ AR legalize /'lizgalarz/ v. {f &3k

Hispanic /hi'spenik/ n. i PHHEF 15 secular /'sekjola(r)/ adj. ARy, HE
32 EA A

demographic / dema'grafik/ adj. A 11

%) Cultural Notes

1. The third rail of American politics

“The third rail of American politics” is a metaphorical reference to any political
issue which is thorny and controversial. The metaphor derives from the railway
system where the third rail is the exposed electrical conductor that carries high
voltage power. Anyone who steps on the third rail will get an electric shock.

. Tea Party

Tea Party is a political organization that advocates cutting taxes and reducing
government spending. The name of the party derives from a historical event in
1773—Boston Tea Party in which protesters dumped tea into the water in a protest
against the taxation of the British colonizers.

3. The swing state votes

The swing state votes refer to the presidential election votes cast by the voters in
the US states that cannot be predicted. Traditionally, there have been states that
vote consistently either for the Democratic Party or for the Republican Party. But
there are states that may “swing” between the two parties, so the voting outcome
cannot be predicted.

B[ Listening Comprehension
P>_Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas —y B .
Listen to the report about the immigration reform in the US and choose the best answer (a,

b, or c) to complete each of the following statements.

1. According to the exit polls following the presidential election in the US, the
overwhelming majority of the Latino voters
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(a) support Democrats
(b) vote for the Republican candidate
(¢) have made no difference in the election

. President Obama said that he

(a) would impose tougher restriction on illegal immigrants
(b) wanted to thank Latino voters for their support

(c) wanted to fix the immigration law

. Obama’s Chief of Staff once called immigration reform “the third rail of
American politics” By that he meant

(a) immigration reform is one of the riskiest issues for any politician to face
(b) to reform immigration would help Obama win the election

(c) no one has paid any attention to the immigration reform

. One thing that President Obama did prior to the election was to

(a) stop talking about immigration reform

(b) stop deportation of illegal immigrants

(c) deport thousands of illegal immigrants to show his resolve to crack
down on illegal immigration

. The impact of Obama’s move upon the election results is that
(a) it helped him win the election

(b) it has made no difference whatsoever

(c) it has alienated him from Latino voters

. The position of the Republican Party on the issue of immigration reform is

(a) that Republicans generally oppose immigration
(b) ambiguous
(c) that Republicans are the enthusiastic supporters of immigration reform

. Some Republican analysts urge their party to “get with the new demographic

reality” because they believe :

(a) whites will become minority with the rapid increase of ethnic minorities,
especially Hispanics

(b) illegal immigrants will pose a threat to the Republican Party

(c) more and more illegal immigrants will dominate the US election

. According to new senator-elect Ted Cruz, the US as a nation

(a) is united as firmly as any time before

(b) is about to break up due to the demographic changes
(c) remains very divided
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9.

10.

According to Steve Camarota of the Center for Immigration Studies,

Republicans lost the election because

(a) the Hispanic population has always leaned toward Democrats

(b) there are a lot of reasons other than immigration that do not tend
toward the Republican Party

(c) Republicans strongly oppose legalizing undocumented immigrants

It is true that .

(a) the Republican Party is likely to win the next election if it pays more
attention to Hispanic voters

(b) there will be more and more Hispanic voters participating in the US
election

(c) more Republicans will switch parties

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

) 1. Hispanic voters counted for about 10 percent of the electorate in the
last US election.

) 2. Most of the Hispanics voted for Democrats.

) 3. Based on the election results, Democrats are greatly encouraged to
press ahead with the immigration reform.

) 4. Immigration policy is an issue that Hispanic voters are most concerned with.
) 5. An editorial from The Wall Street Journal calls on the Republican Party

to abandon its party policy of opposing immigration reform.

) 6. Steve Camarota from the Center for Immigration Studies opposes
legalizing illegal immigrants.

) 7. Camarota insisted that the anti-immigration position of the Republican
Party was the single factor that had led to the Republicans’ loss of the
election.

) 8. There will be more ethnic minorities to participate in the next election
in 2016.
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Task 1

{H Vocabulary

%) Cultural Notes

artificial /,a:t1'fifal/ adj. Ni&fy, A leukemia /lju:'kizmia/ n. [ fiLFH

T teeter /'tirta(r)/ v. ¥5 5%
sweetener /'swittana(r)/ n. Gk clinical /'klinikal/ adj. Il AR
aspartame /a'spa:term/ n. PIHTELEH  biostatistics / barousta'tistiks/ n. H: ¥
(—Ffdtnk ) it
hype /haip/ v. KERE % messy /'mest/ adj. ZZELHY, BFHY

Prime time
Prime time often refers to the fixed block of time for television broadcasting to
reach the maximum of audience.

B Listening Comprehension

P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about artificial sweeteners and answer the following questions.

| B

What did the recent research reveal with regard to the use of the artificial
sweeteners?

What specific findings did the research release?

. What did Dr. Walter Willett, the co-author of the research paper, say about

the media coverage of the research paper?

. How, according to Dr. Willett, did he and his colleague begin this research?
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5. Dr. Eva Schernhammer from Brigham and Women’s Hospital has conducted
the similar research for the past 22 years. What has she found?

6. What is the reaction of Dr. Schernhammer toward her findings?

7. What is the significance of the findings in terms of the gender distinction?

8. What is the opinion of Professor Donald Berry, a biostatistics professor at
MD Anderson Cancer Center?

P> Step 2: Listen for Details
Listen to the report again and try to learn more details and facts. Complete the following

chart about what different doctors say about the linkage between artificial sweetener and

cancer.

Doctors What they say

Walter Willett

Eva Schernhammer

Donald Berry

Amy Subar

Marji McCullough

Task 2

§ -
{ | Vocabulary

distort /dis'tozt/ v. {4 B urn /am/ n. I

sect /sekt/ n. IR A, =R libretto /li'bretou/ n. B B A

Algerian /zl'd31er1on/ adj. [ /) J | atmospherics /,&etmoas'feriks/ n. <55,
Pz D) interlude /' intalu:d/ n. [8]Z= i

turbulent /'ta:bjulant/ adj. zl) %Y vocal /'vaukal/ n. 7 5
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loop /luzp/ v. G ensemble /pn'sonbla/ n. FFE A
reverb /ri'vaib/ n. JEEN] soloist /'sauloutst/ n. JHAEIH 7,
washy /'wo[1/ adj. 25, FoA<HY Z{H 5

clarinet / kleeri'net/ n. B34 realm /relm/ n. 453%, JEH

® Cultural Notes

1. Nixon in China
Nixon in China is an opera composed by John Adams with the libretto written by
Alice Goodman. The opera depicts the historical event of President Nixon visiting
China in 1972.

o

Einstein on the Beach
Einstein on the Beach is a four-act opera composed by Philip Glass, which was

premiered in 1976.

3. String quartet
String quartet is a musical ensemble of four musicians with two playing violin, one
playing viola and one playing cello.

[:éjﬂ Listening Comprehension
p Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about classical music and answer the following questions.

1. What is the title of Missy Mazzoli’s latest composed opera?

2. To what extent does Mazzoli’s music differ from the traditional classical music?

3. What has inspired Mazzoli to compose her latest opera?

4. What kind of life did Isabelle Eberhardt lead during her short life?

5. How did Isabelle Eberhardt die?

6. Despite the diverse subject matters, what elements does the composer include
in her own works?
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7. What do audiences hear from the interludes?

8. What has Mazzoli, the composer, been doing to make a living?

9. What is Mazzoli’s view of the traditional notion that a composer must be a

solitary genius?

10. What qualities must a contemporary composer possess to make a living?

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Mazzoli’s latest work Song from the Uproar was inspired by the
traditional Italian operas.

() 2. Isabelle Eberhardt, a 19th-century Swiss explorer, lost all her family
members when she was young.

() 3. Eberhardt, then, traveled to North Africa to join an Islamic sect, which
traditionally only took men.

Eberhardt married an Algerian soldier.
All her journals were lost during the flood.

The interlude of Mazzoli’s opera was sung by a group of singers on stage.

PN S N
N N S S’
N w e

Mazzoli says that her music is a kind of combination of both classical
music and pop music.

() 8. Mazzoli uses Eberhardt’s story in her opera because she thinks that the
life of the 19th-century Swiss girl parallels the lives of a lot of young
people.

% Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1. Mazzoli has spent her relatively young career testing the boundaries of
classical music.
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. What are some of the ways that the landscape is changing for composers?

. I think that because funding in the arts is so tricky, composers are really
branching out.

. 1 mean, the idea of this composer alone in his studio just sort of cranking out
masterpieces and then mailing them away and never talking to anyone.

. But the reality cannot be more different. I mean, you have to be incredibly
social. You have to think on your feet.

. The world you described sounds much closer to the kind of indie pop DIY ethics.

. You're kind of carving your own path here.
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UNIT |
V’__—_‘_E—-"‘

ﬂ Vocabulary

divert /dar'va:t/ v. #£F% inventory /'invantary/ n. 4k
fraud /fro:d/ n. ¥ J5

E]U Listening Comprehension
b Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas o _
Listen to the lecture about hackers and answer the following questions.

1. What are the three types of hackers mentioned by the speaker?

2. Of the three, which type is the most dangerous and damaging, according to
the speaker?

3. Of the three, which one is the most common?

4. Why couldn’t banks or companies find the theft by hackers for months?

5. Apart from money, what other things do hackers steal?

6. What kind of damage can a hacker create even though he or she is not doing
it for personal gains?
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P Step 2: Listen for Details S
Listen to the lecture again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. In companies, problems such as lost goods or inventory are covered up.

() 2. Each day, the American banking system alone transfers over 400 billion
dollars.

() 3. Between one and three billion dollars are lost in the US alone through
computer crime each year.
() 4. In June of 1983, the data that contained the important information of

all the patients at New York’s Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
was completely destroyed by hackers.

Task 1

i ] Vocabulary

utility /jus'tiloty/ n. 2y F= [l 23 ] nitrogen /'naitradzon/ n. .
sulfur /'salfa(r)/ n. fifEhis blistering /'blisterin/ adj. 157241
dioxide /dar'vksaid/ n. it dissent /di'sent/ n. Fi¥

E}ﬂ Listening Comprehension
B> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas - -
Listen to the report about Obama’s clean air plan and choose the best answer (a, b, or c)

to complete each of the following statements.

1. The federal court of the US rules that

(a) it can only force the utilities of a state to cut down pollution from its
power plants
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(b) it will force the power plants of all states across the country to cut down
pollution

(c) it can force the power plants from the neighboring states to cut down
pollution so that a particular state will not be affected

2. According to one of the speakers, a lot of states on the East Coast suffer from
pollution which
(a) is generated from the local power plants within the states
(b) is caused from pollution from their neighboring states
(c) is created by the blowing wind from the ocean

3. Itis true that, with regard to the cleaning up of the air,
(a) states cannot clean up their air without the help of other states
(b) states are supposed to clean up their air with their own resources
(c) all states of the US are forced by the federal court to clean up their air
immediately

4. The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) last year.
(a) put out a rule that would force the majority of the power plants to shut
down
(b) put out a regulation that would limit the number of new power plants to
be built
(c) putout a rule that would sharply reduce the state-to-state air pollution

5. In reaction to EPA’s proposal, both state utilities and consumers
(a) welcome the proposed rule since it will sharply reduce the air pollution
(b) oppose the proposal since it will be too costly for both the utilities
companies and consumers
(c) believe that the proposed rule will make no difference in terms of
reducing air pollution
6. The newly proposed rules for cleaning air by EPA will
(a) come into effect immediately

(b) fail miserably because almost all state utilities companies oppose it
(c) be delayed

P> Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning Obama’s clean air plan.

1. Lots of air pollution in is caused by sulfur

dioxide and nitrogen oxides _in other

states. That means states can’t clean up their own air
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. Last year, the US Environmental Protection Agency put

out a rule that
air pollution. The agency said the rule
and save in healthcare costs.

2. But utilities and their customers
~ to get these benefits. Some states and utilities
. And the federal court in the District of Columbia
. In y

the court ruled that the EPA rules to cut pollution
more than to meet

and that means they might end up

than they have to.

3. The court also said that states should have

cleanup strategies before the EPA . One judge offered
. The EPA has been sent
. It can appeal the ruling, but whatever happens, the air
rules that ~ between now and 2014 will,
at the very least,

Task 2

{ [ Vocabulary

whiz /wiz/ v, % H1E 04 7= tug /tag/ v. F i
interstellar /'ita'stela(r)/ adj. B2Prf)  astrophysicist / @strav'fizzisist/ n. K
staple /'sterpl/ n. = SE1G1#4 ik ey
astronomer /a'stronoma(r)/ n. /< X mass /mas/ n. i{ &

TR zip /zip/ v. R HBFE B
telescope /'teliskavp/ n. P uLH: molten /'maultan/ adj. $51LAY
telltale /'telterl/ adj. RE BH [A]EIAY Fahrenheit /'fronhait/ n. fEF¢
wobble /'wobl/ n. ¥& 5% habitable /'haebitabl/ adj. ¥] J&H: 1)
gravity /'greevaty/ n. # 1), 5|H cadet /ka'det/ n. % i}
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Cultural Notes

NASA
NASA stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration. It is a US

government agency responsible for the national space programs.

E}ﬂ Listening Comprehension

) Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about the newly detected planet and choose the best answer (a, b, or )

to complete each of the following statements.

| B

The star that is one of our closest neighbors is
(a) Alpha Centauri A
(b) Alpha Centauri B
(c) Alpha Centauri C

It is true of the three Alpha Centauri stars that they are
(a) outside the solar system

(b) the closest planets to Earth

(c) millions of light years away from the sun

According to the observations by European scientists,
(a) there is gravity on Alpha Centauri B

(b) there may be air on Alpha Centauri A

(c) no one knows anything about Alpha Centauri

According to the speaker, it is NOT true of the newly detected planet that it
has .

(a) amass which is very similar to Earth

(b) avery hot surface

(c) avery cold surface

According to the speaker, the possibility of finding more planets in the Alpha
Centauri system

(a) is very likely

(b) will take thousands of years

(c) is far beyond human capacity

. As the speaker suggests, there may be the so-called habitable zone near the

Alpha Centauri system. To send an astronaut to the zone
(a) is not possible in the near future
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(b) is very promising in the near future
(c) will never happen

b Step 2: Listen for Details , , _ o
Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.
() 1. The three stars of Alpha Centauri are only four light-years from the sun.
() 2. Ateam of European astronomers observed Alpha Centauri B in the US.

() 3. There is no gravity on Alpha Centauri B, according to the European

scientists.
() 4. The newly detected planet may have mass with a very hot surface.
5

. Marc Kuchner, an astrophysicist at NASA, is very optimistic about
sending a probe to visit Alpha Centauri B.

Task 1

{ﬂ Vocabulary

downplay /'davnpler/ v. {IE{h testimony /'testimanit/ n. [Fid), WF =
magnitude /'magnit ju:d/ n. T anesthetize /& 'nis@otarz/ v. (i BRI
spate /speit/ n. —f% seismologist /saiz'moladzist/ n. {3
tremor /'trema(r)/ n. Wizh #K

swarm /sworm/ n. %, k& aftermath /'a:ftoma0/ n. Ji7 5§
seismic /'sarzmik/ adj. 1B liable /'larabl/ adj. 45 -+ {ei [a] 14,
preposterous /pr1'postaras/ adj. iR R T RER

convene /kan'vi:n/ v. BE (£&i%) squelch /skwelt [/ v. (EZHEL, (LS
bogus /'baugas/ adj. & fJ reassess / riza'ses/ v, FR-RIEE
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%) Cultural Notes

Montepulciano
Montepulciano is a kind of Italian wine produced in the area of Montepulciano

which is a city full of medieval and Renaissance palaces and churches located in

the south of Tuscany.

B Listening Comprehension

B Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about the trtal of the Italzan seismologists and answer the

following questions.

1.

What was the reaction of scientists around the world when they heard the news
that a judge in Italy found six Italian earthquake experts and a government
official guilty of manslaughter?

What was the reason why the Italian experts were found guilty?

What was the death toll of the earthquake?

What does Tom Jordan, the director of the Southern California Earthquake
Center, think of the verdict rendered by the Italian judge?

The six convicted scientists and a government official convened a meeting
right before the earthquake in L’Aquila. What was the reason for this
meeting?

What did the Italian government want to do with the man who had predicted
the earthquake?

. Tom Jordan compares the prediction of earthquake with that of weather when

he says that meteorologists will forecast rain the next day if there is 50 percent
chance of rain. What is the percentage of a possible earthquake in L’ Aquila?
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8. An Italian man who lost both his wife and daughter during the earthquake
went to the Italian court. What did he say?

9. What can the general public expect from seismologists about a potential
earthquake?

D Step2:ListenforDetails
Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or
false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. The 2009 earthquake in L’Aquila, Italy, was measured eight in magnitude.

() 2. An Italian man, who was not a scientist, predicted the date for a major
earthquake.

() 3. Seismologists cannot predict an earthquake as accurately as meteorologists
predict weather.

() 4. A man who lost both his wife and his daughter in the earthquake
accused Italian seismologists of misleading the general public.

() 5. Tom Jordan, director of the Southern California Earthquake Center,
says that seismologists can tell us the probabilities of earthquakes, but
cannot predict where and when they will happen.

() 6. There is a big concern among the seismologist community after the trial.

() 7. Tom Jordan feels very depressed about the prospect for seismologists.

151



FmEIEITOEIE 4

152

Task 2

{U Vocabulary

balloon /ba'lumn/ v. K &34 i crook /kruk/ n. B+, JCif

brink /brigk/ n. 145 obscure /ab'skjua(r)/ v. i35

stark /sta:k/ adj. JTCHETTRY unseemly /,an'sizml/ adj. A~ B Y

underpayment /,anda'permant/ #1. it moderator /'modarerta(r) n. PEAN
K& At

%) Cultural Notes

1. Watergate scandal

Watergate scandal was a political scandal in America in June, 1972, when five men
were arrested in the office of the Democratic National Committee at the Watergate
complex in Washington D. C. They had been caught while attempting to wiretap
phones and steal secret documents. In the follow-up investigation by the FBI
(Federal Bureau of Investigation), ample evidence showed that the illegal activities
were connected to the reelection campaign of the then president, Richard Nixon.
Further evidence revealed that Nixon tried to cover up the scandal. Facing the
imminent impeachment by the US Congress and the Senate, Nixon was forced to
resign.

. Social Security in the US

Social Security in the US is a social insurance program that is funded by the
payroll taxes of all wage-earning individuals. People can start to collect their social
security benefits at the age of 65, which is the normal retirement age. The earliest
age at which (reduced) benefits are payable is 62. Workers who start benefits
before normal retirement age have their benefits reduced based on the number of
months before normal retirement age they start benefits. If workers delay receiving
social security retirement benefits until after they reach full retirement age there
is a social security benefits increase by a certain percentage. After age 70 there is
no more increase in retirement benefits allowed. Social Security uses an average
survival rate at your full retirement age to prorate the increase in the amount of
benefit increase so that the total benefits are roughly the same whenever you retire.
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[] Listening Comprehension

p Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas
Listen to the interview about the US fedeml debate about debt defrczt and taxes and

choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢) to complete each of the following statements.

1. The federal debate on the US debt, deficit and taxes has
(a) escalated
(b) been sidelined by other more important issues
(c) been ignored

2. According to the interviewer, politicians all use numbers to
(a) point to the stark economic situations that the US government is facing
(b) help the government figure out a solution to the economic crisis
(c) support their own political views

3. David Wessel, the economics editor from The Wall Street Journal and the
author of Red Ink, says that one of the biggest chunks of the government
spending, which will soon account for 33 percent of all spending, is on

(a) national defense
(b) Medicare and Medicaid
(¢) education

4. In his book, Wessel wrote about one prominent Republican politician, who
evaded his tax returns in the past. The politician was
(a) Richard Nixon
(b) Mitt Romney
(c) John McCain

5. According to Wessel, the top question for both Romney and Obama is

(a) how much Romney should pay his income taxes
(b) the tax policy used for all tax payers
(c) atax policy toward the people with the most income

6. It is NOT true concerning the people who did not pay federal taxes at all the
previous year that ;
(a) people with low income did not pay federal taxes
(b) people did not pay federal taxes even though they were not qualified for
low-income households

(c) retirees did not pay federal taxes because their only income was Social
Security
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7. In reaction to people who do not pay federal taxes at all,
(a) there is a lot of resentment among working population

(b) the working people don’t really care because they believe that they have

no control on the tax policy

(c) the working people show understanding toward those with low income

8. As for the economic crisis,

(a) neither of the candidates had any serious talk about the subject

(b) Obama came up with a variety of plans to solve the problems of the

national economy

(c) Romney rejected the plans that Obama proposed

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and try to learn more details and facts. Then complete the

following chart concerning the US federal debate about debt, deficit and taxes.

Speakers

Issues they address

What they say

Ben Bernanke (the
first speaker)

Financial situation of the
US

Senator John McCain
(the second speaker)

National defense

Senator Kent Conrad
(the third speaker)

Republican’s policies on
the national finance

Senator Paul Ryan

Obama’s economic policy

President Obama

US deficit

Mitt Romney

US deficit

President Obama

From whom to get more
tax revenue?

Mitt Romney

From whom to get more
tax revenue?

€\ Listening Skills: Practice Exercise

Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1. As the federal debt balloons, it would seem more and more pressing to reduce it.

2. But for all the concern, debt, deficit and budget rhetoric is often accompanied

by numbers that are cherry-picked to support a particular political view.
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. And it’s on the way to 33 percent of all spending, unless something happens
to change the trend.

. But that’s kind of lost to history because the Watergate scandal obscured it.

. Do you hear any serious talk on the campaign trail?

. Let’s agree on the dimensions of the deficit problem. I"d like you to give me
your recipe.
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aging /'erdziy/ n. 28 E secrete /si'krist/ v. 47 {ih
hormone /'ho:maun/ n. f7f /5 secretion /st'kri:fan/ n. 43 i
pituitary /pr'tjuzitert/ adj. FEAY immune /i'mju:n/ adj. FEEH)
gland /gleend/ n. i antidote /'zentidavt/ n. fif24

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

b Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the lecture about aging and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) to complete each

of the following statements.

1.

One popular theory about the reasons why we age is
(a) we do not exercise enough

(b) we simply wear out

(c) we exercise too much

. Athletes train their bodies much more than most of us,

(a) but their bodies seem to last longer than those of people who don’t
exercise

(b) so they age much faster than most of us

(c) though the mechanical wear and tear is the primary reason for aging

. Another factor that affects aging is the biological clock, which

(a) will tick faster and faster when a person becomes older
(b) controls the processes and changes in each individual cell in our bodies
(c) leads to our death
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It is NOT true, according to the lecturer, that

(a) the speed of the biological clock is influenced by the pltultary gland

(b) pituitary glands will begin to secrete a hormone to slow down the
process of prompting oxygen into our blood

(c) pituitary glands will help prompting oxygen into our brain

The process of DECO (Decreasing Consumption of Oxygen)

(a) is very fast, which makes our aging very fast

(b) is very slow

(c) will accelerate when we get old

Scientists find out in their lab experiment with white rats that
when their DECO hormone are removed.

(a) the rats die very soon

(b) there is no immediate effects

(c) the rats actually grow younger

The significance of lab experiment with rats to humans is that

(a) we can effectively slow down the process of aging

(b) there is nothing we can do to slow down the process of aging
(c) what the scientists did to rats cannot be applied to humans

Listen to the lecture again and determme whether thefollowmg statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

) 1. Aging is a mechanical process and there is nothing we can do to slow it
down.

) 2. The biological clock is responsible for aging.

) 3. If we can slow down the biological clock in our bodies, we can slow
down aging.

) 4. The biological clock is controlled by hormones.

) 5. DECO, Decreasing Consumption of Oxygen, helps prevent oxygen
from getting into our blood and brain.

) 6. If we can remove DECO hormone from humans, we can actually stop
aging.
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{U Vocabulary

muscle /'masl/ v. {# 2% H referendum / refa'rendom/ n. 2% R
provision /prau'vizen/ n. 5k, 43X clout /Klavt/ n. #J3, 20T

%) Cultural Notes

1. Right-to-work
Right-to-work is a government regulation in the US that prevents labor unions
from excluding non-union workers from work or forcing employees to pay
union dues before or after hiring.

2. Voter referendum
A voter referendum in the US refers to a popular vote to overrun an existing
legislation at the state and local levels. The vote is usually internal, e.g. in a

labor union to approve or disapprove a bargaining agreement or a delegate.

3. The 1936 sit-down strikes
The 1936 sit-down strikes refer to the strikes held by the auto workers union
in 1936 that led to the formation of the largest labor union in the US—the
United Automobile Workers.

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas —

Listen to the report about right-to-work bill and determine whether the following

statements are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each

statement.

() L The right-to-work law will prohibit unions from automatically collecting
union dues from workers.

() 2. The union members strongly oppose the passage of the bill.
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( ) 3. Republicans who control the state government use their political power
to pass the bill.

() 4. The newly adopted legislation can be overrun by a majority of the vote
by the local voters.

() 5. Governor Rick Snyder refused to sign the bill into law.
() 6. About half of the Michigan workforce belongs to a union.

() 7. Union workers will continue to fight the newly adopted law.

Listen to the report again and answer the following questions.

1. The protesters chant, “Kill the bill. Kill the bill.” What do they want?

2. Barb Byrum, the Democratic state representative, says, “It has been said that
absolute power corrupts absolutely, and this is absolute evidence” What does
she mean?

3. The speaker says, “One complaint of opponents was that the right-to-work
legislation was put on a fast track by Republican leaders with no public
hearings.” What does he mean?

4. He also says, “Another is a provision in the new law that ensures it cannot be
challenged by a voter referendum.” What does he mean by this?

5. What will union members do with the newly signed right-to-work legislation?

Task 2
{ ] Vocabulary

projection /prov'dzek [an/ n. i Il bond /bond/ n. 2 fii, fii#
inject /in'dzekt/ v. $t A
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%) Cultural Notes

International Monetary Fund

The International Monetary Fund, IMF for short, is an international
organization which was officially established in 1945 right after the ending
of the Second World War. Its mission was to assist member states in their
reconstruction. Member states will contribute fund to a pool from which
countries in need can borrow money temporarily. Currently there are 188

member states in the organization.

[] Listening Comprehension

p Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about global economic recovery and choose the best answer (a, b, or ¢)

to complete each of the following statements.

| P

According to Christine Lagarde, the managing director of the IMF, the recent
actions by the European Central Bank

(a) mark a positive turning point for the global economic recovery

(b) are a bit too little and too late to rescue the global economy

(c) will not save those countries in financial crisis

. Back in July the IMF predicted that there would be

(a) no increase in the global economy
(b) a drastic decrease in the global economy
(c) asmall increase in the global economy

Now the IMF will issue a new forecast. The most important factor that

influences the new forecast is ;

(a) an uncertainty about what policymakers in the major global economic
powers can and will deliver on their promises

(b) a promise made by major economies to contribute funds

(c) a prospect of wealthy nations to help those in economic crisis

The turning point in the euro crisis, according to Lagarde, is

(a) the fiscal cliff in the US

(b) the European Central Bank’s bonding buying program

(c) the promises by wealthy countries to contribute fund to resolve the crisis
in countries like Italy and Spain
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It is NOT true concerning the move made by the European Central Bank

that .

(a) it helps lower the borrowing cost for some troubling countries
(b) it helps stabilize the euro crisis

(c) it will rescue Italy and Spain from their economic crises

The impact of the fiscal cliff in the US, according to Lagarde, will be to

(a) help the struggling economies like Italy and Spain
(b) create a threat to the euro crisis
(c) create a serious threat to the global economy

P Step 2: Listen for Details

Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning global economic recovery.

1.

Back in July, the IMF was _of just

for next year. The Fund’s economists will in a couple
of weeks. Lagarde said the new projection still ,
but it will global growth. Lagarde said
there are - growth.

But Lagarde, who spoke at the Peterson Institute for International Economics,
- policymakers. , she said,
have . In fact in recent weeks,

_ of the United States, Japan and the European Union have announced
hundreds of billions of dollars into

o . Lagarde said they were in
the right direction.
Lagarde the European Central Bank’s

~, announced earlier this month, as in the
euro crisis. It’s aimed for countries like Spain
and Italy. The ECB announcement the financial markets
and ) dramatically.
In fact, the US , in some of these surveys, have now
the euro area crisis that concerns
the most. Lagarde called , the massive increase

scheduled for January 1st,
to the United States and . She said the world hoped
in the US soon.
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{ | Vocabulary

repurpose /r1'pa:pas/ v. Ao B2
iz
cabinet /'keebimit/ n. ¥LF, L7

fidelity /f1'deloty/ n. JEELBE, REE
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%) Cultural Notes

Duisenberg

receptor /r1'septa(r)/ n. &

prostate /'prostert/ . fif 71]g
fantasize /'fentosarz/ v. Z)48, A%
microchip /'matkravt [1p/ n. fill.és
gigawatt /'dzigawnt/ n. TJEIL
refract /ri'‘frekt/ v. {FE47 5+
accelerated /ok'selareitid/ adj. MY

Duisenberg was an American automobile manufacturer active in the first half of

the 20th century.

[] Listening Comprehension
P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about supercomputer and answer the following questions.

1. According to the first speaker, what is the major reason for the supercomputer

to be built?

2. At the National Laboratory in Tennessee where the supercomputer is built,

the interviewer notices huge steel pipes. What are these pipes used for?

3. Where do these stainless pipes come from, according to Buddy Bland who
runs the Leadership Computing Facility at Oak Ridge National Lab?
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UNIT 15

The interviewer makes a comparison to show how fast the supercomputer is.
What does he compare the supercomputer with?

With a big price tag on the supercomputer and a huge cost to run it, what is
the worth of building such a super machine?

What can the high fidelity and high resolution of the computer do for us?

According to the interviewer, the supercomputer can also help scientists in
medical research. What in particular is in this field according to Jeremy Smith?

With the supercomputer so costly, how does the technology in developing
video games help to solve the problem?

Listen to the interview again and determine whether the following statements are true or

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

(

) 1. Sequoia at Lawrence Livermore Labs is the fastest computer in the
world.

) 2. Large stainless pipes are the crucial components for every industry.

) 3. The supercomputer cost $100 million dollars to build and will cost nine
million dollars in electricity bill each year.

) 4. The supercomputer actually is a time machine, according to Buddy
Bland.

) 5. The supercomputer has the capacity to model everything from
biochemistry to black holes to nuclear reactors.

) 6. The new machine is too costly to run.

) 7. Video game design is very different from that of supercomputers.
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7 v
i | Vocabulary

genome /'dzi:naum/ n. K& [FZH metabolism /mi'tebalizam/ n. P45 ¢ 1t
decode / di:'koud/ v. fiF#thS spike /spaik/ v. ifL# |- Tt

helix /'hizliks/ n. B2 HELE 1 genomics /d3i:'novmiks/ n. A& K41 5
genetics /d31'netiks/ n. it {55 cholesterol /ka'lestarpl/ n. JH [# fiZ
decipher /di'saifa(r)/ v. i, WEF frontier /'fran,tia(r)/ n. 40
sequence /'siztkwans/ v. H{EJF preventive /pri'ventiv/ adj. Tl
geneticist /d3o'netisist/ n. i {25 drawback /'dratbxk/ n. Kk, AL
skeptic /'skeptik/ n. PREE#H prohibitively /prac'hibitivly/ adv. i:L 73,

shocker /'[oka(r)/ n. & Nty pitfall /'prtforl/ . fEPE, REE
glucose /'gluzkaus/ n. %)t

ﬂ Listening Comprehension

P> Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the report about genome sequencing and choose the best answer (a, b, or c) for

each of the following questions.

1.

When Dr. Watson, the one who discovered the double helix structure of DNA,

submitted a blood sample, what did the results show to him?

(a) They showed that he had a high blood pressure.

(b) They showed that he was a completely healthy man.

(c) They showed why beta blockers, the drug he had used to lower his blood
pressure, did not work.

What did Dr. Watson say about the effect of beta blockers, the drug he had
used to lower his blood pressure?

(a) It put him to sleep.

(b) It had no effect whatsoever.

(¢) It worked perfectly for him.

What did other doctors find out concerning the drug that he had taken to
lower his blood pressure?

(a) He was more sensitive to the drug than most people.

(b) He had taken a wrong drug.

(c) He never had high blood pressure.
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. When Dr. Green, a Harvard geneticist, says, “The doctors of the future, when

you start to prescribe a drug for which you have a genomic variation that

would give you a side effect, a flag will pop up and say maybe you ought to

consider another drug” What does he mean by this?

(a) He means that doctors of the future are all excited about the new
findings.

(b) He means that doctors in the past ignored the genomic variation of their
patients.

(c) He means that doctors should pay close attention to the newly developed
drugs.

. Which of the following statements is true with regard to the usefulness of

DNA?

(a) Scientists have the full knowledge of the new discovery and begin to use
it to treat all genetic-related illnesses.

(b) Scientists are suspicious of whether DNA has any use at all in treating
patients.

(c) Scientists still know very little about how to interpret one’s DNA data.

. The self-imposed sequencing by Dr. Michael Snyder from the genetics
department at Stanford University shows that he is at risk for Type 2 diabetes.
What is the cause of his symptom?

(a) Itis his genome.

(b) He is overweight.

(c) He has a family history of diabetes.

. Routine sequencing can, according to Dr. Robert Green, a Harvard geneticist,
detect many diseases earlier. Which of the following is NOT among the
diseases that Dr. Green mentions?

(a) Breast cancer.

(b) Heart attack.

(c) Diabetes.

. Which of the following statements is NOT true of Dr. Watson’s attitude

toward genome sequencing?

(a) He wants to know particularly if his genes show he may have Alzheimer’s
disease.

(b) He wants to know the prediction of everything about him except
Alzheimer’s disease.

(c) He believes that it is a good idea.
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P Step 2: Listen for Details
Listen to the report again and determine whether the following statements are true or false.

Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

() 1. Dr. Watson is one of the recipients of the Nobel Prize in medicine.

() 2. The people who first volunteer for the genome sequencing are doctors.
() 3. Dr. Watson was diagnosed with high blood pressure by the genome sequencing.
(

) 4. The discovery of a high risk of Type 2 diabetes for Dr. Snyder was a
surprise to everybody, including the doctor himself.

() 5. Some of the doctors predict that genome sequencing will soon become a
routine for patients.

( ) 6. Dr. Watson does not support the idea of universal genome sequencing
because his grandfather died from Alzheimer’s disease.

() 7. Dr. Evans says that medical tests, such as genome sequencing, have a
y g q g
power to hurt people.

Q Listening Skills: Practice Exercise
Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential meanings.

1. The quest to harness the power of our DNA began with a few pioneers.

2. When you start to prescribe a drug for which you have a genomic variation that
would give you a side effect, a flag will pop up.

3. So everyone was stunned when his blood sugar started rising—and then kept
rising. Within months, it spiked.

4, Snyder’s story is the kind of thing that’s feeding the buzz about sequencing and
raising the prospect of sequencing becoming routine.

5. You can’t do anything preventive, so why should you want to know?

6. In Watson’s case, the first interpretation of his genome indicated he should
already be dead, killed by a terminal illness.

7. But because of his diabetes risk, the price shot through the roof.
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{]| Vocabulary

kinesics /k1'nizsiks/ n. B 25 encompass /in'kampas/ v. {45

ﬂ Listening Comprehension
b Step I: Listen for Main Ideas S
Listen to the lecture about nonverbal communication and choose the best answer (a, b, or

c) to complete each of the following statements.

1. According to the speaker, nonverbal communication is
(a) done by everything except the actual words we use
(b) done by using gestures only
(c) achieved by using tones only

2. What is kinesics? It is originally
(a) abranch of one’s psychological development
(b) a scientific study of human body
(c) a scientific study of body movement

3. is NOT the study of kinesics.
(a) Facial expressions
(b) Eye behavior
(c) Cognitive development
4. Raymond Birdwhistle is
(a) a psychologist
(b) an anthropologist
(c) apoet
5. Birdwhistle estimated that about of our communication was
nonverbal.
(a) 50 percent
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(b) 70 percent
(c) 80 percent
6. The speaker says, “he (Birdwhistle) established this field of study as a
legitimate one.” It means that
(a) someone has questioned the legitimacy of kinesics as an academic
discipline
(b) kinesics has not been recognized as a discipline
(c) it has never been an academic discipline

7. According to Birdwhistle, the meaning of our nonverbal communication

(a) is mainly achieved through eye contact
(b) depends on the context
(c) is determined by those who use body language

8. Using an example of a smile, the speaker explains what he means by context.
is NOT communicated by smile.
(a) Affection
(b) To make one feel comfortable
(c) Sarcasm

P SEP L Listen forDetaily . e R
Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning nonverbal communication.

1. Kinesics is the scientific study of

. By movements, I mean gestures, facial expressions, eye

behavior—the —and posture. In addition to these
movements, we also communicate —that is,
how fast we talk—and —how loudly we talk.
Nonverbal communication actions.

2. Birdwhistle was quitea . He estimated
that what is communicated is

. Birdwhistle began his studies of nonverbal communication in

and since he established , many
other anthropologists and psychologists non-
verbal communication.

3. Because of this belief, he was very concerned with

of nonverbal behavior—how and where

appeared, not just
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Take facial expressions for example— ) : ,
and so on—we all use these things to

. However, those meanings are
that we are in and we have with

the people we are communicating with.

Task 1

{[] Vocabulary

afterglow /'a:ftaglov/ n.  (fEH I veto /'virtau/ n. 7 JeA
HER)) £k, EN% astray /a'strer/ adv. 1% ABHUE
tackle /'tekl/ v. & TFACH, fifok

1: Cultural Notes

Veto power
Veto power is a power to block the passage of a bill or a resolution. It is commonly
exercised by someone at the very top of the executive order, such as the president,

or by a powerful member state in an international organization such as the United
Nations.

B Listening Comprehension
Listen to the report about European banks union and answer the following questions.

1. What are the leaders of the European Union (EU) going to do after EU
received the Nobel Peace Prize?
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. What do the EU leaders want to concentrate on at their meeting in Brussels?

. The speaker says, “Any afterglow from receiving the peace prize has been

dimmed by renewed divisions on how best to tackle the debt crisis.” What
does he mean by this?

. Another speaker says, “EU leaders are expected to steer clear of tackling the

financial troubles in Greece and Spain ...” What does the speaker mean?

. What does the “banking union proposal” aim at?

. What does the plan, if there is one, try to do in terms of the current banking

situation in Europe?

. What does Wolfgang Schaeuble, the German Finance Minister, propose to do

with regard to strengthening the role of European Central Bank?

. What does Schaeuble’s proposal aim at?

Task 2
i | Vocabulary

biannual /bar'enjual/ adj. — kA  handwringing /'hend, rigin/ n. 4
petaflop /'petaflop/ n. T H 1Lk magnet /'megnit/ n. gk

trillion /'triljon/ n. Jk, HAZ airfoil /'eafo1l/ n. W& JiEIZ
microclimate /'maikraou klaimit/ n.

IV
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P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about the supercomputer called Titan and answer the following

questions.

1. At the very beginning of the interview, the interviewer says, “It’s official”
What does he mean?

2. How big is Titan in terms of its consumption of electricity?

3. Why does the interviewer say that Titan has brought “the title back to the
US,” the title of the fastest computer in the world?

4. How fast is the computer built in China right now, compared with other
supercomputers over the world?

5. Since the Titan is so fast, can it hold the title of the world’s fastest computer
for a long time, according to the interviewee? Why or why not?

6. What are the two reasons for building supercomputers which cost so much
money?

7. Apart from scientific researches, are there any practical purposes for which
people build the supercomputer? If so, what is it?

P Step2:ListenforDetails ——————
Fill in the missing details in the following passages concerning the supercomputer called
Titan.

1. It’s in a huge room, yeah, a Kmart, and it’s incredibly loud.
And these computers use . And
the chips produce ~ that in the room itself

... S0 you have cold air coming up
. And as you walk down here, it’s y
But these disk drives are , 50, you know, it’s

inside of a computer room.
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2. And he says allows scientists there
for things and to
discover . But he also said that these super computers were really

people to this

country from around the world.

3. Andit’s not who get to use this machine. There’s actually

to submit requests and do research.

And one was called BMI that actually used a

supercomputer there for
diesel trucks.

Task 1

i | Vocabulary

apocalypse /a'pokalips/ n. K )& (45  equinox /'itkwinoks/ n. &% 43 I

ik T AzhEL) interloper /'intalovpa(r)/ n. [ A &
astrobiologist / @stravbai'plad3zist/ n. rotation /rou'terfan/ n. g%

Ttk M5 doomsday /'durmzder/ n. f% 5 Hi H|
agonized /'®gonaizd/ adj. FEFHk g H, tHFAKH

Ay snicker /'snika(r)/ v. W%, 15%E

reputedly /ri'pjustidl/ adv. #5338 1N 4 cataclysm /'kaetoklizom/ n. ¢ Ak

% Cultural Notes

The apocalypse
The apocalypse is a term which means that the world will come to an end

according to the Mayan calendar, a calendar used by the indigenous people in
Central American countries.
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B Listening Comprehension
Listen to the interview about the end-of-the-world theories (part 1) and answer the following

questions.

1. What does the Mayan calendar say about 20122

2. David Morrison, a NASA scientist, has received a lot of emails from people
who are afraid of the prediction by the Mayan calendar. What is Morrison’s
opinion on these questions?

3. Why does Morrison say that the theory of the end of the world according to
the Mayan calendar is not true?

4. Apart from the end-of-the-world theory, what other catastrophic things did
people ask him about?

5. Morrison gives examples to show that people are genuinely afraid. Give two
examples.

6. From what sources, according to Morrison, do people get the information
about the end of the world?

7. According to Morrison, where do most of the questions come from?

8. Why, according to the interviewer, do people not trust what Morrison or
other scientists from NASA tell them?

Task 2
{] Vocabulary

align /a'lamn/ v. g — H 2%, Xt convolve /kan'volv/ v, {ti gai£%
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axis /‘aksis/ n. &l rogue /ravg/ adj. BHERY, iz
alignment /2'lammant/ n. X 57, HHZk il
astrological / @stra'lodzikal/ adj. (5 & psychic /'sarkik/ n. A&

\1\
3

2209, R dystopia /dis'toupra/ n. fEEENI 155

Cultural Notes

Sumer
Sumer was an ancient civilization with its people residing in the region of

Mesopotamia, currently Iraq.

2] Listening Comprehension

P Step 1: Listen for Main Ideas

Listen to the interview about the end-of-the-world theories (part 2) and answer the following

questions.

1.

What is the other theory concerning the destruction of our planet?

What does Morrison say about the possible shift of the north and south poles
of our planet?

. What, according to Morrison, is the major source of the information

concerning the shift of the poles?

Another theory of the destruction of our planet is that a rogue planet is going to
crash into the Earth. Where, according to Morrison, does the theory come from?

. What is the counter-argument of the theory about a rogue planet crashing

into the Earth?

What did some people say about the super storm Sandy in connection with
the theories of the destruction of the Earth?

What is in common of all the messages that Morrison has received?




P Step 2: Listen for Details

Listen to the interview again and determine whether the fo!lowmg statements are true or

UNIT 16

false. Write T (True) or F (False) in the parenthesis before each statement.

( ) 1. Both the north and south poles are not aligned with the rotation pole

exactly, and they will reverse in about every million years.

() 2. The change of poles will have a devastating effect on the Earth.

() 3. The other theory about a rogue planet crashing into the Earth is based

on the ideas of ancient Sumer.

() 4. There has been, so far, no counter-argument against the theory of a

rogue planet crashing into the Earth.

() 5. Some people in the US believe that the US government is hiding something

from them.

Q Listening Skills: Practice Exercise

1. Answer the following questions based on your understanding of the two parts of the

interview concerning various end-of-the-world theories.

1. What is the topic of the interview?

2. What is the main idea of the interview?

1l Complete the following chart.

Theories of the end of the world

————

What people say and react to the theories
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II. Paraphrase the following sentences, paying special attention to the inferential

meanings.

1. And that’s the predicted date for the end of the world reportedly or reputedly
on the Mayan calendar.

2. I mean, it’s easy to snicker, maybe, but these are agonized questions.

3. And somehow people about four, four and a half years ago started asking me
these questions. They came out of the blue.

4. This is really a kind of astrological thinking that the position of the planets
determines what happens on Earth.

5. If you’re into this 2012 doomsday, you interpret that as a warning from the
government to you, a coded warning because of course the government has
all this information and won’t release it directly.
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